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I CHAPTER _________ _ 

Assembly Oonciwrent Resolution No. 3-Relative to the approval 
of the cha,·ter of the City of 1'orrance, a municipal corpo­
ration, in the County of Los Angeles, State of California, 
as voted for and ratified by the electors of the City of 
Torrance, at .an election held therein. on the twentieth day 
of Augast, 1946. 

WHERF.AS, rrhe City of Torrance is now and at all times 
lrnrein mentioned was a municipal corporation duly authorized 
and existing under the geherll.1 laws of the State of California 
a,s a city of the sixth class; ·and· .; : · 

WHEREAS, Prooeedings h!ive been duly had in and taken 
by the said City of Torrance for the preparation, pr.oposa.l, 
adoption, and ratification of R. charter for the government 0£ 
said City of ·Torrance, all as set forth in the following- certificate 
of the mayor of said city and the City Clerk of said City of 
Torra.nee, to wit: 

CERTIFICArrE OF PROCEEDINGS HAD AND TAKEN 
BY THE CITY OF 'I'ORRANOE IN FRAMING A 

CHARTER FOR ITS OWN GOVERNMENT 

STA'M OP' OA.LrJ.l'On.NIA } 
COUNTY QU' Los .t\.N011LES 88. 

Ctn 01!' TORIUNOlil · 
We, the undei-signed, J. HuaH SHERFEY, JR. 1 :Mayor of the 

City-of Torrance, County of Los Angeles, State of California, 
and A. H. BARTLETT, City Clerk of said City and ex-officio Clerk 
of the City Council of said City, do hereby certify and declare 
as follows: 

That the undersigned, said A; H. Bartl~tt, was a.tall times 
herein mentioned, the Clerk of the legislative body of the City 
and City Clerk of said City of Torrance; tbat heretofore and 
prior. to th.e first day of July, 1916, the said City Council of the 
City of Torrance did cause to be framed a. proposed charter 
for its own go.verument, and on1the first day oJ: .July, 1946, at 
an adjourned regulal' meeting of said City Council of said City, 
said City Council by Resolution No. 17$61 adopted. by the 
unanimous vote of those members of said City Co:uncil present, 
fQur m.ember-s being••present and one member being absent; 
ord~r~d sai.d City-Clerk to place the proposition of the adoption 
of ~aid ptoposed charter on the ballot at the special election 
theretofore ordered in the City of Torrance for the twentieth 
day of August, 1946, for the purpose of submitting said propo­
sition to the electors of said City of Torrance, and which rcso-
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lution ordered thnt said charter be filed with the City Clerk 
of th('. City of Torrancei thlt snid proposed charter of the City 
of Torrance, consisting of pages 1 to 25, was filed in the office 
of the City Clerk in the City Hall at Torrance, on the first day 
of July, 1946; and said resolution further ord8re<l that the 
a,doption of the charter should be submitted to the electors at 
said special election held on the twentieth day of August, 194-6, 
and directed that said City Clerk publish sajd proposed charter 
in the Torrance Herald, a newspaper of general circulation, 
printed and published in the City of Torrance; 

That said proposed charter was published pursuant to said 
order in said newspaper and in each edition thereof during the 
publit:ation on the four.th day of July, 1946, said newspaper 
being of general circulation in said City of Torra.nee; that the 
date of such publication was within 15 days ·after the said 
charter was filed in the office of said Clerk of said City Council; 
that the date set for the submission to the electors of said 
proposed charter, to-wit, August 20, 1946, was not less than 
forty days nor more than sixty days after the completion of 
the ad vert.ising in said official paper, 8.'l aforesaid; 

That until the day fixed for the election upon such charter 
there was advertised in the said Torra.nee Herald a notice that 
copies of said charter were available at the office of the City 
Clerk in the City Hall of the City of Torrance and could be 
secured upon application therefor at said office; that such 
copies were so available; 

That the population of said City of Torrance is more than 
three thousand five hundred (3,500) and less than fifty thou­
sand (50,000) inhabitants as ascertained by the last preceding 
census taken under the authority of the Congress of the United 
States; 

That said eledion was duly and regularly held on the 
twentieth day of August, 1946, and that at said election a 
majority of the qualified voters voting thereon voted in favor 
of said proposed charter and for the ratification and adoption 
thereof; 

• That the said City Council of the City of Torrance at a 
meeting duly held on 'August 27, 1946, nt tl:e time and in the 
form and manner required by law, and in accordance with the 
law in such cases made and provided,, duly canvassed the returni:; 
of said election, and duly found, d~terniined and declared that • 
a majority of said electors voting thereon had voted in favor 
of said proposed charter and for the ratification and adoption/ 
thereof, and that the same was adopted and ratified by more 
than the majority of the qua.lifted voters of the City of Torra.n-ce 
voting thereon, as follows, to wit: 

Votes in favor of the ratification of said proposed 
charter------------------------------------ 1,385 



424418 

Votes against the ratification of said proposed 
charter---------- -------------------------- 771; 
That said election was held in accordance with the election 

laws of the State of California relating to and goverriing elec­
tions in cities of the sixth class within said State, so far as 
applicable, and iu other r()spects in strict Mcordance With the 
general laws of the State of California; 

That said charter so prepared, proposed, submitted, rati­
ned, and adopted as herein set forth is in the words and figures 
following, to wit: 

CHARTER OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

We, the People of the City of .Torr11:nce; Stnte of Cali­
fornia. do ordain and establish this Cha1·ter as the .fw1d~mental 
law of said City under the Constitution of said State. 

ARTICLE I 

NAME OF CITY 

Section 1. Name. The municipal corporation now ~ist­
ing and known as the "City of Torrance," in Los Angeles 
County, California, shall remain and continue to exis_t a body 
politic and corporate, as the present, in fact and in law, by the 
name of '' City of Torrance,'' and by such name shall have 
perpetual succession. 

ARTICLE II 

BOUNDARIES 

Section 1. Boundaries. The territory of the City shall 
be that contained within its present boundaries as now estab­
lished, with the power and authority to change the ~ame in the 
manner provided by law. 

SUCCESSION 

Section 1. Rights and LiabHities. The Qjty of Torrance 
as successor in interest of the municipal corpora..tion of the same 
name, heretofore created and existing, shall own, hold, possess, 
use, lea.Re, control and in every way succeed to and become the 
owner of rights and of proporty of evc1-y kind and nature by 
srud existing municipal corporation, owned, controlled, poosooaed 
or claimed, and shall be subject to all the debt.'3, obligations, 
liabilitil:'ff, and dutit•s of said existing co1·poration. 
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Section 2. Ordinances Continue in Force. All ordi­
nances, resolutions and other regulations, or portions thereof, 
in force at the date this Cllnrfor takes meet and 1wt inconsistent 
with this Charter, shall be and remain in force after this Charter 
takes effect until changed or repealed by proper authority. 

ARTICLE IV 

POWE.RS OF CITY 

Section 1. The City shall have the power to rnake and 
enforce all laws a.nd 1·egulations in respect to municipa.l affairs, 
subject only to such restrictions and limitations as may be pro­
vided· in this Charter, and in the Constitution of the State of 
California. It shall also have the power to exercise any and all 
rights, powers and privileges heretofore or hereafter established, 
granted or prescribed by any law of the State, by this Charter, 
or by other lawful authority. 'l'he specifications in this Charter 
of any particular powers shall not be held to be exclusive of, 
or any limitations upon, this general grant of power. The city 
shall have the power to act pursuant to procedure established 
by any law of the State, unless a different procedure is estab­
Hshed by or~inance. 

ARTICLE V 

ELEC'l'IONS 

Section 1. General Municipal Elections. General muni­
cipal elections shall be held in said City on ~he second Tuesday 
in April in each even numbered year. 

Section 2. Special Municipal Elections. All other muni­
cipal elections that may be held by authority of this Charter or 
of any law, shaU be known rui special municipal elections. 

Section 2 A. Eligibility. No person shall be eligible to 
hold office as a member of the Board of Education unless he shall 
have been a qualified elector of the School District for at least 
one year next preceding the date 0£ his election or appointment. 

Seotion 2 B. Presiding Officer. On the Tuesday next.sue~ 
ceed'h1g 1U1.y· electiqn at whiah a· Board member is elected; the 
Board of Education shall meet and efodt one of its members as 
the presidirig officer to serve· at the pleasure of the Board. 
. . Section 3.- Fir~t Boal.'d of Educatiori Election. A Rpeehi.l 

municipal election shall he held· for the election of the first 
members of the Board of Education under this Charter, mi the 
tentlJ Tuesday following the approval of this Charter by the 
Legi,dature. . 

Section 4. Procedure for Holding Elections. All elections 
shall be held in the manner prescribed in the E-lections Code of 
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the State of California for the holding 0£ elections in cities of 
the sixth class, so far as the same may be applicable and excepting 
as herein otherwise provided. No perl;on shall be entitled to vote 
in any such elect.ion unless he shall be a qualified elector of said 
city or school district. The City Council may by ordinance pro­
vide a procedure for the holding of City elections, in which event 
such procedure shall prevail over the provisions of the said 
Elections Code. 

Section 5. Initiative, Referendum and Recall. The pro­
visions of the ElectioM Code of the State of California. gov­
erning the initiative and referendum shall apply to the use of 
the initiative and referendum in said City in so far as the same 
may be app)icaule R.ud except as herein otliei:wise p1·ovided. All 
elective offieers of i:;ui<l City shall be s11bjeat to 1·eell.ll in the 
manner provided in the said Elections Code of the State of 
California relating to recall of municipal officers in so far as 
the same may be applicable and except as herein otherwise 
provided. 

AnTicLE VI 

ELECTIVE OFFICERS 

Section 1. Elective Officers. The elective officers of the 
City shall be five members of the Council, five members of the 
Board of Education, the City Clerk and the City Treasurer. 

Section 2. Terms. The elective officers of the City shall be 
elected from the City at large and shall hold office for a term of 
four years from and after the 'fuesday next succeeding the day 
of such election and. until their successorn are elected and 
qualified. 

Section 3. First General Municipal Election . .At the first 
general municipal election held nnder this Charter only those 
offices shall be filled whose incumbents have fulfilled the reapeo­
tive terms of office for which they were ~lectcd prior to the adop­
tion of this Charter and those officers whose ten:rui have not 
expired shall continue to serve until the expiration thereof. 

Section 4, First Election of Members of the Boa.rd of 
Edu<..ation . .At the sp,aci11l olcction ~t which the first members o.r 
tho ~0R1·<l..of Ed).l,qation.#\~·q .oJeq.~d, tbc .twq. members it6C6iv.ing 
the. highest number of ~otes for an.id offio'1 lillflll, aevvq f:1-om and 
nfter t.he Tt1esdny next,suceec1ing the dny of suclJ oleation.until 
the second Tuesday in April in l950, and until their auooessors 
are elected and qualified, and the remaining three highest shall 
se1·ve until the second Tuesday in April 1948, -and until their 
successors a.re elected and qualified. 

Seetio11 5. V nenncieR. Any vaonncies ocenrring in any 
of the elccUve offices provided for in thiR Charier, other than 
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of members of the Board of Education, shall h~ filled by appoint­
ment by·the City Council. Vacancies in the Board of Educatioh 
shall be filled by appointment by the Board of Education. In 
the event of the City Council or the Board Qf Education, respec­
tively, failing to fill a vacancy by appoint:ment within thirty 
days after such vacancy oc~urs, the City Council must imme­
diately, after the expiration of said thirty days, cause an elec­
tion to be held to fill such vacancy. Any person appointed or 
elected to fill any vacancy shall hold officfl only until the next 
regular municipal election ut which, time a person shall be 
elected to serve for the remainder of such unexpired tel"m. In 
the election of councilmen or members of the Board of Educa­
tion, where full terms and one or more une.xpired terms are to 
be filled, no distinction shall ·be niade in nomination or voting 
between the. full terms and the une,cpired terms, but the person 
or persons elected by the highest number of votes shall be 
elected for the full terms or. term and the persons receiving the 
next highest vote shall be elected for the unexpired terma or 
term, a.s the case may be. 

Section 6. Eligibility for Elective Office. No person 
shall be eligible to hold any elective office :in this city unless he 
be a resident and elector therein and s·hall have resided in such 
City for at least one year next preceding the date of his elec~ 
tion. If an elective officer shall cease to possess any of the quali­
fications for office herein set forth, or shall be convicted of a 
crime involving mo.ra,l turpitude, or shall resign, or be &djudged 
an incompetent, his office she.11 immediately become vacant. In 
case a member of the City Council or Board of Education 
absents himself from all regular meetings of the body to which 
he shall belong, for a period of sixty days conseoutively, from 
and after the last regular meeting of such body attended by 
said member, unless by the expressed permission of such body 
duly recorc:3,ed in its official minutes, his office shall automatically 
become· vacnnt and the same shall be filled as in case of other 
vacancies. 

Section 7. Compensation. The members or the Board of 
Education shall receive no compensation for their services aa 
suah. The members of the City Council shall receive such com­
peruation as may have been, or may ,hereafter be approved by 
the majority vote of the electors voting at any special or- general 
municipal election and in addition thereto, shall receive their 
actual and necessary expenses. while enga.g~d on city business 
at the direction of the City Council. Any change in compensa­
tion approved at any such election, shall commence at the begin­
ning of tne term of office of all members of the Oity Council who 
take office subsequent to the canvassing of the returns of any 
such election·. 'l'he compensation of any member of the City 
Council appointed or elected to fill a vacancy shall be the same 
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as that payable to ·such member whoi:;e office was vacated. No 
change in compensation shall apply to any member of the City 
Council during his term of office. · 

The City Clerk and City Treasurer shall severally receive, 
at stated times, a compensation to be fixed by ordinance adopted 
by the City Council; which compensation shall not be increased 
or diminished after their election or during their respective 
terms of office. 

Section 8. Election As To Making Clerk or '11reasurer 
Appointive Offices. The City Council may submit to the electors 
at any special or general municipal election, the question a8 

to whether the City Clerk or City Treasurer, or either of them, 
shall be appointed by the City Council instead 0£ being elected, 
as provided in this Charter. If a majority of votes cast on any 
such proposition are in favor of the appointment of such offi­
cers or either of them, then at the expiration of any suc.h 
official 1s terms of office, or on the occurrence of a vacancy in 
such office1 such office shall be filled by appointment by the City 
Council and the appointee shall hold office in the same manner 
as other appointive officers. 

ARTICLE VII 

CIVIL SERVICE 

APPOINTIVE OFFICERS .A.ND 
EMPLOYEES 

Section 1. Civil Service System. All appointments and 
promotions in the classified service of the City shall be ma.de 
according to merit and fitness, to be ascertained, so far as prac­
ticable, by competitive examination. Th.e Civil Service system 
hereto£ ore adopted by ordinance of the City Council shall 
continue in full force and effect unless amended, modified, 
enlarged or extended by ordinance adopted by the City Coun­
cil or by amendment to the rules a.nd regulations heretofore 
adopted by said City Council pursuant to the provisionB of. 
said ordinance. The City Council shall not have the authority 
to withdraw any departments, appointive officers or employees 
from the operation of such system, either by outright repeal 
·of the Civil Service Ordinance or otherwise, unless and until 
th.e withdrawal thereof shall have been submitted to the quali­
fied electors of said City at a regular or special municipal elec­
tion held in said City and shall have been approved by not 
less than a two-thirds vote of the electors voting at such election. 

Section 2. Political Activity of Those Under System. No 
person in the classified service of the City shall seek or accept 
election, nomination or appointment as an officer of a political 
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club, or organization -or take an active pa.rt in a county or 
municipal campaign or serve as a member of a committee of such 
club, organization or circle, or seek signatures to any petition 
or act as a worker at the polli, or distribute badges, pamphlets, 
<lodgers -or handbills of any kind, !A.voring or opposing any 
candidate for election, or for nomination to a public office or for 
nomination to a county or municipal public office; provided, 
however, that nothing in this Act shall he construed to prevent 
any such officer or employee from becoming or continuiTI{;' to be 
a member of a political group or organization, or from attend­
ance at a political meeting, or from enjoying entire freedom 
£r01n an interference in casting his vote or from seeking or 
accepting election or appointment to any public office. 

Any wilful violation hereof, or violation through culpable 
negligence shall be sufficient grounds for the discharge of any 
such officer or employee. 

Section 3. Al)pointive Officers. Appointive officers of the 
City shall be, a. City Judge, a City Attorney, a City Engineer, 
a ·Street Superintendent, a Park Superintendent, a Transpor­
tation Superintendent, a Chief of Police, a Chief of the Fire 
Department, a Building Inspector. The City Council may also 
provide by ordinance for such additional appointive boards, 
commissions, officers, assistants, deputies and employees a.s it 
deems necessary. The Council may also provide for the holding 
by one person of several offices, providing that such offices are 
not incompatible with one another. 

The City Council shall have the power of appointment of 
all appointive officers, with the exception of such deputies as it 
may provide for in the office of the City Clerk and City Treas­
urer, as ·to which deputies the heads of the respective depart­
ments shall' have the power of appointment. 

Section 4. Compensation. Appointive Officers and 
Employees. Compensation of all appointive officers and 
employees of the City, other than those serving gratuitously, 
shall be fixed or changed by the City Council. No officer or 
employee shall be paid by the City any fee or emolument in 
addition to, or save as embraced in, the salary or compensation 
fixed by the Counci~ and all fees received by such officer or 
employee for the performance of any of his official duties ahall 
be paid by him into the City Treasury. 

An.TrcLrn VIII 

GENEll.A.L PROVISIONS 

APPLIC.Al3Llll To 0FFICEllS 

AND EMPLOYEES 

Section 1. Official Bonds. The City Clerk and the City 
Tret!Stll'er and such other officers or employees as may be 
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required to do so by ordinance of the City Council, shall each 
execute a bond to the City for the faithful performance of 
official duties; which bonds shall be in the amount fixed by the 
City Council. Said bonds sh/ill be approved by the City Council 
and with the exception of the bond of the City Clerk, shall be 
filed with the City Cl~rk. The bond of the City Clerk shall he 
filed with the M:nyor. Premiums upon said bonds shall be paid 
by the City out of it.q general fund. All the provisions of any 
law of this State relating to the -official bonds of oflfoers shall 
apply to any bonds herein required or authorized to the extent 
that .such provisions are not in conflict llerewitb. 

Section 2. Oath of Office. Every officer shall take the 
constitutional outh of ·office and subscribe the1·eto before enter­
ing upon the p~rformance of his official duties. 

Section 3. Illegal Contracts. l!,inancial Interest. No mem­
ber of the City Council shall be financially interested, directly 
or indirectly, in any contract, sale or transaction to which the 
City is a p1Lrty. No City official or employee shall be financially 
interc.gted, directly or indirectly, in a11y contract, sale or trans­
action to which the City is a party, and which comes before 
said official or employee, or the department of the government 
with whfoh he is connected, for official action. Any contract or 
transaction hereinabove mentioned in which any such officer or 
employee of the City shall be or become financia1ly interested, 
shall become void at the election of the City, when so declared 
by resolution of the City Council. 

No member of the City Council, city official or employee 
shall be rleerned to be firnmcially intereRtccl, witl1in the ineanin~ 
of the foregoing proviRions, in any contract rnnde with a cor­
poration by reason 0£ the ownership of stock in such corporation 
unless sain. stock so owned by him shall. amount to at least three 
percent of all the stock of such corporation issued and outstand­
ing. No City Councilman or member of any board or commis­
sion ehal.l vote on or participate in any contract or transaction 
in which he is directly or indirectly financially interested, 
whether as a stodcl1oldel' of the corporati011 or otherwi.Re. If any 
officer of the City, during the term for whjch he wus elected or 
appointed, shall so vote or participate, or be financially inter­
este:d as aforesaid, upon conviction thereof, he shall forfeit his 
office and be punished for misdemeanor. 

Section 4. Duties of Officers and Employees. In addition 
to the powers and duties prescribed by this Charter, the officers 
and employees of the City shall have snch other powers and 
perform such other duties as may be prescribed by the laws of 
the State of California, or by ordinances, resolutions or orders 
of the City Council, and not in conflict with the provisions of 
this Charter. 



431 425 

AarrcLE IX 

CtTY CouNCIL. POWERS AND DuTrns 

Section 1. Legislative Powers. The legislative powers 
of the City shall be vested in the City Council and in the people 
through the initiative and referendum. 

Sect~on 2. Organization Mee.ting. 1'he City Council shall 
rneet ou tlie T11e.11<lny n~rt MUcceeding- tue clnl:0 of 1.h~ holding of 
tLny gcncrnl m1micipHl election. At RHid' niadi11i-: I.he CJit,y Coun­
cil slrnll chou:;e one of iti:i number to uet. Uil muyor·, who shnll 
serve at the pleasure of the City Council. 

Section 3. Regular Meetings. The City Council shall 
hold regula1• muetini:{ti ul lenst once iu each month, at such times 
a~ it shall fix ,uy 01·di1UU1ee or rof:1Dlution1 and mu,v- ndjom·n nny 
regular meeting to a date certain, which ,shnll he specified in the 
order .of adjournment, and when so adjourned, each adjourned 
meeting shall be a regular meeting for all purposes. Any 
adjourned meeting may likewise be adjourned. 

Sectio.n 4. Special 1\foeth1gs. Speci3:l meetiu~~ may be 
called at any time by the Mayor, or by three mcmht•.rs of the 
City Council, by written notice delivered personally to each 
member at least three hours before the time specified for the 
proposed meeting; provided, however, that any special meeting 
of the City Council shall be a validly culled special meeting, 
without the giving of such written notice, as above pr(rvided, 
if all members of the City Council shRU give their consent, in 
writing, to the holding of such meeting, and such consent is on 
file in the office of the City Clerk at the time of holding such 
meeting. A telegraphic communication from a councilman con­
s~nting to the holding of the meeting shall be deemed to be a 
consent in writing, within the meaning of the terms as expressed 
in the foregoing sentences. At any special meeting the powers of 
th~ City Council to transact busi.nesa shall be limited to matters 
re.fer red to in such written n otico -01• wtitten contieut. 

Section 5. · Plaor. of Meetings. All ri~~n1lnr or !lpecial meet­
ings of tht' City Council ahnll he held within f,he c:ol'pol'n,l;e limits 
of the City, at such place as may be designated by ordinance or 
resolut.ion, nad 1>hull he open tQ tJ1c puulic. H. IJ~, rcai.;on of fil'e, 
flo(>d or othe1· disast:r.1' or (}tnergcmcy, it 81\n 11 h(I unsafe to l1old 
n ·coirncil mecitill[.( i.l.t thel cleaigu!lfod plnM; the 0ity Count!il mny 
rueet cluriug· SttC'h emcrge11ey 'M. such pine(• as i~ dcshmntecl by 
the Mayor or by three members of the City Council. 

Section 6. Adjournment. In the event that any order a£ 
adjountment of a regular meeting fails to set the hour at which 
any adjourned meeting is to be held, such adjourned meeting 
may be validly held on the day specified in the order of adjourn­
ment, if held at the hour set forth in the orC:.inance or resolution 
prescribing the time for regular meetings. 
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Section 7. Quorum. At any meeting of the City Council a 
majority of said Council shall constitute a quorum for the trans­
action of business, but a less number mo.y adjourn from time to 
time, and may compel the attendance of absent members in such 
manner and under such penalties as may be prescribed by ordi­
nance. In the absence of all of the City Council from any regular 
meeting or adjourned regular meeting the Cjty Clerk may 
declare the same postponed and adjourned to a stated day and 
hour, and must thereupon deliver or eause to be delivered per­
sonally to each member of the City Council a written notice of 
such adjournment at lea..c;t three hours before the time to which 
said regular or any adjourned regular meeting has been 
adjourned. Wh1mcvcr in this Clrni·tcr n certain proportion of 
the Council is re<1uired for the performance of any act, it shall 
mean such proportion of the entire membership of the Council. 

Section 8. Council Proceedings. The City Council shall 
judge of the qualifications of it'i members and of all election 
retnrns, and determine contested elections of all city officers. 
It mn.y establish rules for the cniuluct. of its proecedings and 
punish auy member,or other pe1·so11 for aisorderly behavior at 
any meetings. It shall have the power and authority to examine 
witnesses under oath and compel the attendance of witnesses 
and the production of evidence before it by subpoena. Such sub­
poenas shall be i<;Rued in the name of the City and be attested 
by the City Clerk. Such subpoenas shall be served by the Chief 
of Police and the disobedience of such subpoenas, or the refusal 
to testify, shall constitute a misdemeanor £or which prosecution 
may be had in the City Court. It shall cause the City Clerk to 
keep a correct record of all its proceedings and at the desire of 
any member, the City Clerk shall call the roll, and shall cause 
the ayes and noes taken on any question to be entered in the 
record journal. 

Section 9. Ordinances. Enactment Clause. The enact­
ing clause of all ordinances shall be substantially as follows: 
"The City Council of the City of Torrance does ordain as 
follows.'' Every ordinance must be signed by the Mayor and 
attest~d by the City Clerk. 

Section 10. Ordinances. Publication. The City Clerk 
shall cause c:uih or<linnnce to be publisµeu within fifteen <l,iyH 
after its pas.0,11.ire at len.st once in a ncwaJHlper of general circu­
lation, printed, published and circulated in the City. If there 
be no such newspaper, tben each ordinance must be posted in at 
least three public places :in the City. 

Section 11. Codification of Ordinances. Any and all 
ordinances of the City which have been enacted and published 
in the manner required at th,e time of their adoption, and which 
have not been repealed, may he compiled, cor.solidate~ revised, 
indexed, including such re-statements and substantive changes 
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as ma.y be necessary in the interest of clarity and arranged as 
a comprehensive ordinance code, and such code may be adopted 
by reference by the passage of an ordinance for such purpose ; 
which ordinance shall be required to be adopted and approved 
in the manner provided in this Charter for the passage of ordi­
nances of the City. The ordinance code itself need not be pub­
lished in ilie manner required for other ordinances, but not 
less than three copies of such code shall be filed, for use and 
examination by the public, in the office of the Clerlr, prior to 
the adoption thereof. After the code has been adopted all ordi­
nances thereafter adopted shall be amendatory and revisory of 
the code, and no section of the code shall be revised or a.mended 
by reference, but the section revised or amended shall be 
readopted and published at length as revised or amended. 

Section 12. Adoption of Codes by Reference. Detailed 
regulations pertaining to a.ny subject, such as the construction 
of buildings, plumbing, wiring or other subjects which require 
extensive regulations, ai:ter having been arranged as a compre­
hensiye code, may be adopted by reference by the passage of 
an ordinance for such purposes; which ordinance may be 
a.<lopted in the same manner as specified for the adoption of a 
comprohen.sive ordinance code. 

Section 13. Adoption of Ordinance.s and Resolutions. 
No ordhum<!e of any kind ~hnll he passed by the City Council on 
the day-of its introduction, nor within five days thereafter, nor 
a.t a.n:y time at.her than t1. reg11la1· or adjmu·11ed regular meeting. 
At the time tlmt a.n ordinm1cc or rc.11ol11tion is up for final 
IlUMllg"D, it Hlrnll hr. reacl in full, unl"RS 11ftc1· the reading of the 
title theroof, the further rt'.u<ling- thet'l:!of. ii. waived by motion 
of the Oity Couneil regalnrly mncfo nud npprove<l by the unani­
mous vote 0£ thcnrn pni4~cnt. ln lhe oveut that any ordinance iJ.i 
nutteri!].IJy Rltered nrwl' it~ intruduction, tl1~ sumc 1,hall not 
he finally adoptod except 1tl a r<".g-uln1· or ~djollrned l'egulRr 
meeting heltl not ll!S.q thnn five dRyH aftet· t.hc <lat,c upon wh.ich 
such 01·,Hnaucl! wna so niter.eel. 'fhl' ~nrr('otfon of typog1·n1>hiCKI 
or- clericnl 01·rors shall uot co1mtitutc the rnHk.i11g of nn ulteru.­
tion. withiu tho moaning of tho foregoing scntonec. 

No 1·C8olutiou 01· ord<~r for t.he pn.yment of money i.hull h~ 
ucloptc<l or maue ut. any otltl'r thnn at a r<.•gnlnr meoting or 
nd,iournc<l reguln.r mt..~ti11g-. Nn ordinance 01· rc,,.,;;olnliun or H.uy 
ordor for the payment of money shnll huv<' any validity or ell'cmt 
1111\e.ss pait'lcd hy f:ho vote<1 of 11.t le118t. tlu·ec urnmbcrH of tho City 
Council. 

Section 14. Ordinances, When Effective. No ordinance 
shall become effective until thirty days from and after the date 
of its final pB.!isage, except an ordinnucc calling or othel'wisc 
1:elnting- t.o an election, 01· to a street improvement proct\eding 
taken ,mdcr some law, or ordinnnce determining the a.monnt 
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of money necessary to be rai1md by taxation, or fixing the rate 
of taxes to be levied; or R.n ordinance for the immediate preser­
vation of lhe public peace, health or safety, which contains a 
declaration of facts constituting its urgency, .and is passed by 
a four-fifths vote of the City Council. An ordinance for the 
immediate preservation of the public peace, 'health or safety 
which contains a declaration of the facts constituting its urgency 
and is passed as aforesaid, may be introduced and passed at on!'\ 
a.nd the same meeting and the requirement that not less than 
five days shall intervene between the introduction and final 
pMsagc shall not a-pply to such o.n ordinance. 

Section 15. Ordinance Violation. Misdemeanor. A vio­
lution of n.ny or<linance of the City shall be deemed a misde­
meanor and may be prosecuted by the authorities 0£ the City 
in the name of the people of the State of California; or may be 
redressed by civil action at the option of said authorities. 

Section 16. Ordina.nce Penalty. The maximum fine or 
penalty for any violation of a.n ordinanr.e of this City shall be 
tho sum of Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars, or a term of 
imprisonment in the City Jail or in the County Jail .of the 
County of Los Angeles, for a period not exceeding six months, 
or by both such fine and impriirnnment. By ordinance or resolu­
tion of the City Council, any persons imprisoned for violation of 
any ordinance may be compelled to labor on the streets or other 
public property or works within the Cit.y. 

A&TICLEX 

LIMITATIONS ON GENERAL POWERS 

Section 1. Limitations Upon General Powers of the City 
Council. The general powers vested in· the City Council by 
this Charter arc hereby limited in the following manner: 

Section 2. Tax Limit. The City Council shall not levy a 
property tax in excess of One Dollar on each One Hundred Dol­
lars of the assessed value of taxable property in the Oity,·with­
out the assent of two-thirds of the qualified electors of the City, 
voting at any general or special municipal election at which a 
proposition to exceed such limit 8hall be submitted. Such limi­
tation shall not apply to any tax that is levied for the payment 
of principal or interest of bonds heretofore or hereafter issued 
and any taxes levied for the purpose of payment thereof may 
be in excess of said limitation. 

In addition to the levy for municipal pm'J)oses, there shall 
be included in every annnal lev-y·, a sufficiei1t amount to cover 
all liabilities oft.he City for principal and interest of all bonds 
or judgmentc; due and unpaid or to become due during the 
onsuing· fiscal year and not otherwise provided for. The City 



435 429 

Council may also levy suoh additional tax as is required to 
oover all obligations of the City to the State Employees I Retire­
ment System or any other i,ystern for the retirement of city 
employees which may be provided for. 

Special levies, in addition to the above, may be made annu­
ally, based on approved budget requirements, for the follow­
ing specific purposes: parks, playground and recreational 
centers, promotion and advertising, city planning and libraries. 
The proceeds of any such special levy shall be used fo1· nu other 
purpose than that specified. 

Any unexpended or uneneumbered balnnces resulting from 
such special fund shall, at the end of each fiscal ye~, accrue to 
the General Fund. 

Section 3. Limitation on Indebtedness. The City Coun­
cil sha.11 not ineur any indebtedness or liability in any manner 
or for any purp0sc exceeding in any year the iricome and reve­
nue provided for such year without the assent of two-thirds of 
the qualified electors of said City voting at an election to be 
held for that purpose, nor unless before or at the time of incur­
ring suah indebtedness provision shall be made for the collection 
of an annual tax sufficient to pay the interest of such indebted­
ness as it falls due, and also provision to constitute a sinking 
fund for the payment of the principal thereof on or before 
maturity, which shall not exceed forty years from the time of 
contracting the same; provided, however, anything to the con­
trary herein notwithstanding, when two or more propositions 
for incurring any inaebtedness or liability are submitted at the 
same election, the votes cast for and against each proposition 
shall be counted separa.teJy, and when two-thirds of the quali­
fied electors, voting on any one of such propositions, vote in 
favor thereof, such proposition shall be deemed adopted. 

Section 4. Bonded Debt Limitation. The City shall not 
incur any bonded indebtedness for public improvements which 
she.II in the aggregate exceBd fifteen percent of the assessed 
value of all the real and personal property of the City. 

Section 5. Taxation System. Unless otherwise provided 
by ordinance of the Cit.y Council, the City shall continue to use, 
for purposeii of municipal talCation, the county system of assess­
ment and tax coJlection. 

Section 6. Advertising, Promotion and Music. The City 
Council slla.11 not expend more than five percent of the moneys 
accruing to the general fund in any one fiscal year for advertis­
ing, promotion or music. 

Sect.ion 7. Contt·11cts on Puhlio Wol'kR. Every contract.. 
involving an expeu<lituro of more than One Thousand Dollars 
(*l,000.00) £or the constrm,tion or improven1eut, elt-'.Cluding 
maintenance und repair, of public buildiugs, workB, street, 
d1·ains, sewcl's, utiliti<'S, parka and playgl'Cntnds, and cnch scp-
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a.rate purchase of materials or supplies for the same, where the 
expenditure required for such purchase shall exceed the sum of 
One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), shall be let to the lowest 
responsible bid<ler after notfoe by publication in the official 
ucwspnper by two or more in~ertions, the first of which shall be 
at least ten days before the time for opening bids; or if there 
is no newspaper, then by posting copies of such notice in &t 
least three public places in said City. 

The City Council may reject any and aU. hd'presented 
and may readvertise in its discretion. 

After rejecting bids, or' if no bids are received, the City 
Council may declare and determine that, in its opinion, the 
work in question may be performed better or more economically 
by the City with its own·employees, or that the materials or sup­
plies may be purchased at a lower price in the open market, and 
after the adoption of a resolution to this effect by at least a three­
fifths {3/fitlul) vote, it may proceed to have said work done or 
such materia.la or supplies purchased in the manner stated, with­
out further observance of the provisions of this section. Such 
contracts may be let and such purchases made without advertis­
ing for bids, if such work, or the purchaBe of such materials or 
supplies, shall be deemed by the City Council to be of urgent 
necessity for the preservation. of life, health or property, and 
shall be authorized by at least a three-fifths (3/5ths) vote. 

Section 8. Publishing of Lega.l Notices. In the event that 
there is more than one news pa.per of genera.I circulation printed 
and published in the City, the City Council shall, annually, 
pi-ior to the beginning of each fiseal year, publish a notice invit­
ing bids and contract for the publication of all legal notices 
required to be published in a newspaper of general circulation 
printed a.nd published in said City. Sa.id contract shall include 
the printing and publishing of all such legal notices during the 
ensuing fiscal year. In the event there is only one newspaper of 
general circulation printed and published in the City, then the 
City Council shall ba.ve the power to contract with such news­
paper for the printing and publishing of such legal notic·es 
without being required to advertise for bids therefor. In no 
case shall the price charged for the publication of such noticef:I 
exceed the customary rate charged by such newspaper for the 
publication of legal notices o:f a private character. 

ARTIOLE XI 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Section 1. Boa.rd 0£ Educmtion. The control of th.e public 
Rchoola of this City shall be vested in the Boa.rd of Education, 
which shall consist of five members.; the qunlifications, election 
nnd removal of which shall be a& prescribed in this Charter. 
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Section 1 A. Vacancies. If a member of the Boa.rd of Edu­
cation absents himself from all regular meetings of the Board 
for a period of sixty days, consecutively, from and after the 
last regular Board meeting attended by such member, unless 
by permission 0£ the Board expressed in its official minutes, or 
is convicted of a crime involving moral turpitude, or ceases to be 
an elector of the School District, his office shall become vacant 
and shall be so declared by the Board of Education. 

ARTIOLEXII 

THE MAYOR 

Section 1. Powers and Duties. The mayor shall preside e.t 
the meetiµgs o.f the City Council, &,nd in case of his absence or 
inability to act, the City Council shall appoint a mayor pro 
tempore, w~o shall_ serve only until such time as the mayor 
retw:m and is able to act, and who for such period shall have 
all of the powers and dntie.<i of the Mayor. The Mayor shall have 
the power to make or second any motion and to present and dis­
cuss any ~tters, notwithstanding the fact that the Mayor is 
the presiding officer of the Council The Mayor shall sign all 
warrants drawn on the City Treasurer, and shall sign all writ­
ten contracts and conveyances made up or entered into by said 
City. The Mayor shall have the power to administer oaths and 
affirmations, to take affidavits and to t.estify the same under his 
hand. ·Tho Mayor is authorized to aclmowledge the exec1.1t.ion of 
all instromcnts executed by said City that are required to be 
acknowledged. 

.ARTWLE XIII 

CITY CLERK 

Section 1. Powers and Duties. It shall be the duty of the 
City Clerk to keep a full and true record of all the proceedings 
of the City Council in books that shall bear appropriate titles 
and be devoted exclusively to such purposes, respectively. Such 
books shall have a general index sufficiently comprehensive to 
enable a. person readily to ascertain matters coutained therein. 

The City Clerk shall be the accounting officer of the City 
and shall maintain such financial records as shall readily reflect 
the financial condition of the City, and he shall prepare a sum­
mary atatement of receipts and disbursements by departments 
and funds, at the end of each fl.seal year, including opening 
and closing fund balances in the treasury, which statement he 
shall present to the City Council. The City Clerk shall cause 
said statement to be published once in a newspaper of general 
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ciroulatio11, printed aucl published wi\l1iu the City 1 ancl if there 
be no newspa.por of general cfronl!l.Lion pr intod and pubfolhecl 
heroin, then he shall cause oopiea oi 1md1 1-1tntcm~11t to be, postGtl 
iu thrco pulilio p lacl'.s iu l«\iu City. Suitl Stnt.crnc11t. Hlrnll bu 
pri11tccl 1 or poRtcd, not later tJ1un mm lnrnclrc<l t.wt•nt.y <lt1,Vll ufter 
tlto closo of tl10 fiBcal year for wlti<~h Miu l'cporti iR 1:ompilc<t 

The City Clerk shall keep a book mm·kctl ''OrJi11nncr~i;;" 
into which he slui1l 1·ecord all City ordin111w<18 with his 1:ertiiicA.to 
annexed to each of said ordu1anccs stating the same to be a true 
and correct copy of an ordinnuce of said City, givi11g th~ num­
ber of said ordinance and stn.t.ing that the Hl:lllte hns lie l~ll pub­
litihod or posted according to law. Said n~twrd with said cc1·­
tifieate shall be prinrn fnc.ie evidence of tho contents of cueh 
o.rdinance and of the passage and publication of the same and 
Hhall be adoii~sil>le nk 11ucL evid ence fo uny cotll't ur prooec<li11gi;. 
. 'l'he ,otncial ree0rdi; <if the Oit.y i11 the ('.\lstocly of the City 

Olcrk s.hall not ·be fllecl in t1.ny 001.11:t p1•ot.:ccdingR o,;- othl!r action 
but.tiha.ll: b~ l'l!tm·necl to tho Cllistocly of the City dlork. Nothing 
herein contained. shall be construed to prevent the proof of t,he 
pMHage and pul>licatfo11 or ordinances iu the tisual way. The 
City Olerk shall be the cnstoc1ia.u of the seal of the City. 

The City Olcrk mny oppoint. a dc,puty, or clepntiCI!, f!'on1 nn 
eligible liNt to bQ. prepared in ncc.oL·dnucc wit.It the procGedings 
prorrorihed iu the Civil Scr,•icc System of the City. Such deputy 
or deputies to re<:cive such compenR~tion ai; may be provided. 
for by the City Coun9il. 

Tbc City .Clerk and hhi d<lp11ty, or do1>,i.t~ea, shall have 
po,vcr to uclminiHter oa.th~ or '1fl1tmntions, to tako affidavits and 
<lcpositioii.s peratining h> the affnini and bn8incss of the City, 
which mny he used in any corn·t or proc~cedi11µ-i:: in the StAt~, 
and to certify the same. 

CITY TREASURY 

. Section . 1. Powera and Duticil. It ,;hall be the duty of the 
City ·T.1.·c~~urer to receive and ,:;a!cly keep all mon:eyg whfoh 
shall come into his ha.11ds as City Treasurer. He shall comply 
with t\ll provisionH of ln w go,•erni11g t.ha dcpos.it Hnu securing 
of public funds. He Rhnll nl~o e.oniply with RI! of the pt•oviaionR 
of the general lnw1:1 of the St:ate b,overning the ha11dling of such 
tt'uAt funds aR may oonrn into hil'I po~r.AAim,. Ua Rha.11 pny 011t 
moneyR only on w11r1·tmtli Rigne<l by pel'11ons dcsigunted oy law, 
or ordiul\Jlcc, as the proper persorui to mgn wnl'rlrntc; nncl na to 
trust fu11d1; wllich mny come into his poss~ion 01· control by 
-virtue of some law, ordinance or resolution, by warrant or other 
order, in acciordance with the provisions of such law, ordinance 
or resolution. He shall at regular intervals, at least once each 
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month, submit to the City Clerk II wrillcrn 1·eport niul a<:connting­
of all reccipti, 1 disbur1:1cmcnts nucl fnml lialnncrs, a <'-OPY of 
wliich rCJlOrt he i,bnll file with the Cit.~, Conncil. 

The Cit.y 'l'rens11r<:1· may appoint !L cleputy, or depntics, 
from an clig-ihlc list to be prcpn.1·ed in n.ccor<lnncc with the 
procccdinbrs prclit·rillcd in the Civil Se1·vice Ryr;tem of the Cit.y. 
Such deputy 01· rlepntimi to rceeive Emch compenMt.ion M mny 
be provi.cled h~• the City Comicil. 

ARTr□LE XV 

CrTY ATTORNEY 

Section 1. Powers and Duties. The City Attorney shall 
be nn elC'ctor of the City, udmittecl to pi-nctice before the 
Sup1•enw Court of the Stnte of Culifornin, and Bhall have been 
in active practice in said f;tut.c for ut lea.st th1·ce years next 
prece<lil1g hiK 11ppointmcnt. The City Attorney shall be the legnl 
advisor of the City Oonneil and all other city officio.ls, boards 
nm] clcpartments uonccrning City bu::1i11"..Hs. He shall frame all 
ordinances 1111d rcoolntions, contmcts and instruments required 
by the? Oity Couucil. ·w11c11 1 from any catrnc> tho City Attorney 
ifl u11ablc to pcl'fo1·m ~he <lutieAc; of hiR office, 110 m11,y, with the 
consent of the City Com1cil, appoint n clcputy City Attorney 
or some other qnnlificcl attorney, temporarily, to RCt in his place. 
He or his deputy shall pro11ecutc :mch cases in the City Court 
which, in his opjnion or in the opiuiun of the Chie£ of Police, 
require his ~ttention. 

ARTICLE XVI 

CITY JUDGE 

Section 1. The City ,Judge shall be an elector of the City, 
admitted to prnr.tir.e before the Supremo Court of the State of 
California and sholl hnve been in Mtive prnctice in said State 
for at foast three years next preceding bis nppointmept. The 
City Judge shnll be J1idge of the City Court 1111d shall have th~ 
powc1•3 n.nd perform the dntieli of tt nrngi~trR.te. 

He ml\J' n(hninime1· anrl C<'rtify onth11 of 11.ffirmnUon, ancl 
ta.kc nnd certify aclmowlc<lgmcntff. A just.ice of the pence may, 
at the same time, hold the office of City Judge. 
. · In all ca>;c.~ in wWclJ. the City ,Jud~e is a party, or in which 
he is. intercHte<l, or w1rnn he, L'S rela led to either party, by con­
sanguinity or affinity within the third degree or is otherwise 
dixqualiflcd, or in CMe of ~ick1H"1i!'l or hinbility to net, the Chy 
,Tu<lge m11y enll in a eity jt1<1ge or n jnHtiee of the pe11ce rcskling 
in !:he Oounty of Lo11 Au~eles to A.ct in hiR place 11.nrl Fitcmcl. 
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ARTICLE XVII 

CITY CoUR'l' 

Section 1. Jurisdiction of City Court. A City Court is 
hcr<.>by established in the City, to be held by the City Jnclge of 
s1:tid City. The City Court shall have the same juri1-;dictio11 ns a 
justice 'x C(1rn·t; of CJa.<;s R in all criminal actions arising within 
the corporn1c limits of the City a..ncl which might be tric<l iu 
Nlleh a ju8ti1•c 's co111'l. '!'he l'llle~ of prndice und mode of pro­
l'fcdiug iu the City Cc,urt. 1;liall lrn the snmc a1, 1tro or muy hr.. 
prescribed by lnw for jw1tice 'i, courts hnving like jndsdicliom1 
and in like 1~Hflc:-i; n111l 11pp( 1als may lie tnkcn to ti!() 8Upcl'io1· 
ciou1't of the county in whkh tho City Conrt nmy bo silu11tcd, 
from aU juclgments of suid City Clourt, in like manner nm1 with 
like efl'ect ai. i11 cu~es of f\pp<'nlH from jusli<'.c 's 0011rts of like 
jurisdiction. 

.ARTICLE XVIII 

FISCAL ADMINISTRATION 

Section 1. Presentation of Demands. All demands against 
the City shall be presented in accordance with such regulations 
as the City Council may prescribe by ordinance; provided, that 
the se.me arc hereby required to be audited by the City Council 
or by a committee thereof and approved by the Council, ru, 
audited. On the allowance of any demand, the Mayor shall draw 
a warrant on the City Treasurer for the same; which warrant 
shall be countersjgned by the City Clerk and shall specify for 
what purpose the same is drawn and out of what fund it is to be 
paid. Demands against the funds in: the control of the Board of 
Education shftll be presented to the Board 0£ Education. 

Section 2. Registration of Demands. When any order or 
demand is presented for approval and is not approved .for want 
of funds and the amount 0£ said order or demand does not 
exceed the income and revenue provided for the year in whic.h 
the indebtedness was incurred, for which said order or demand 
was drawn, the City Clerk must indorse thereon the words "not 
approved for want of funds,'' witb the date of presentation and 
shall, in attestation thereof, affix his signature thereto; and 
shall number such indorsement and shall register said order or 
demand in the records of his office and shall thereupon deliver 
said order or demand to the claimant, or hi!; order. From that 
time, such order or demand shall bea.:r interest a.t such :rate as 
the City Council may p1·escribe by ordinance. Such Qi:-ders or 
demands so registered, as herein provided, shall be paid in the 
order in which the same are registered, as and when funds are 
available. 



441

,, 

435 

Section 3. Fiscal Y car. The fiscal year of the City shall 
begin on the first day of July and end on the 30th day of June 
of the following year. 

Section 4. Dudget. On or before the first day of July of 
each year the City Clerk shall submit to the City Council a pro­
posed budget for all departments. Said budget shall include esti­
mate.a for all the revenues and expenditnres for all City depnrt.­
ment.s for the ensuing year. This CIBtimnte shall be compiled from 
detailed information to be supplied by each of the departments, 
on blanks to be furnished by the City Clerk. Such blanks shall 
provide for a detailed estimate of the expenses of conducting 
each department, a statement of expenditures for the corre­
sponding items for the current year and the last preceding fiscal 
year, with reasons for increases and decreru;es recommended for 
the current year; an estimate of the amount which should be 
reserved for contingent or emergency purposes; an _itemization 
of all anticipated revenues of the City; an item to be known as 
'' cash basis fund,'' to be carried over to the next ensuing fiscal 
year, following the fiscal year for which the budget is prepared, 
to meet the cash requireinenta prior to the receipt of taxes i nn 
estimate of the amount of money to· be rnisecl for taxes; the tax 
rate, which, with rcvenno from other sonroee, will b~ necessary 
to meet the expcnditu~ proposeci . .A recomrnen<lution M to 
suoh fundy M should be deposit.ed in, or withdrawn from, any 
capital outlay fund and such other in£ormntio11 u.s mny be 
requi.1.·ed hy the City Council. 

Section 5. Council Action on Budget. After reviewing 
said proposoo. budB'Ct ils compiled by the City Clerk from infor­
mation secm1ed from department heads, and making sneh cor­
rectionB, modifrc.ationa or a,dditions as it ma.v dc~m a<lvisublt', 
the Council shall adopt the same by resolution. Said proposed 
budget shs.ll serve as a. finanuia.l guide for the City Council and 
the Dep1n-tment hcadB of. the City. It is not intouded t!J.ut any 
act of the Oity Council with respect to the preparation or adop­
tion of the budget shall constitute the approprio.tion of City 
funds for the purposes enumerated therein . 

.After the adoption of the bndget, the CounC!il mny, from 
time to time, a.uthori1.c tl10 G:\l)Cnditurc of funcls us proposed i11 
said budget, or if circnmstancos havo changed making it atlvhi­
a.ble. to deviate therefrom, it may do so without the nece&'Jity of 
takiug action to a.mend tha budget. In its fnture nuthori1.atio11 
of ex.penditur~s, either budgetocl 01• unbudgeted, the City Coun­
cil shall not incur any indebtedneE!S in exccRR of th.e limitations 
imposed by this Charter. 

Section G. Deposit of :Mouoys in Ti·e.asury . .All monoyi; 
belonging to or collcctc<l or rcceive.u fo1· the use of tile City by 
nny officer or employee thereof, 8hall immr.diutcly be deposited 
into the f:ren,mry in HUcu mnnner ns the ()it.y Council Rhnll pl'e-
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:-;crilic by 1J1•di111wce, fm· !:he benefit of thli fulllls Lo wl1ich such 
mOIH\VH 'respeeti vely halu11::r. Every officer 01· employee collecting 
or rceciving on_y sueh monc~•.q slt11U report to tho City Cli~rk fol' 
! lie snmc on the fir::-t Mondnv of caclt mont.h or ut. such shorter 
intm•vftlA UR rnu.y he Jll'<'ACl'il;etl hy 01•clinm1ce. 

8ectio11 7. !'ipcdu.1 I1'uuLl for Cnpital Out.lays. 'l'hc City 
Conncil umy hy onli11ance pi·ovi(1e for tlle hwy tuul collection c,f 
1nxeH for tlle t:1•<!n.tio11 or a fund, m· fnncls, for u spt?ciflo capitul 
outlR.y p11rprnm 01· for c•.apib1 l out.JA.ytl A'Cllcrully. In making a 
llW." for !':11d1 1m1:1><1a11 111Hh•r tl.us IJhctrtc1.· tho Oity Uotmcil shull 
1101. ex1:eed U1c maximum tax 1·nt.o pL"oVillou for in this Charter 
witlumt t:hc m1se11L of 1.wo-thii·clH of the qunliffod clocto1-s of t]u1 
City, ,1oti11g 11t. nny ~c1rnml or Htrndnl el(ictltm, nt whid1 such 
prrJ[>0~Hio11 may he 1mhmitlecl. At any time uftar the oreati011 of 
sucl1 n fund the City Council may: tra.n'!;for to 8UdL fund any 
lmencuml.ieroo 8llt'pl111; fuu<lij rt>maiuinf.\ 011 lumd iu the City al 
any time, 

\Vhtmever such fund is created it shall remain inviolate for 
the makiug of suoll uapital outli1y11 and no money shllll be clia­
lmrsed therefrom exoepting for 1:1uuh a pm·pose; provido~ how­
ever, that the City Oouneil may submit a proposition to tl1c 
electors of the Oity to olitnin tha conHo.ut of suah el~ctors to the 
uRe of-the money8 in snic.1 fund, or a11y -portion theroof, for some 
other spccitiu purpo.~. Suoll propc,sitiou mny be submitted at 
any election. It shall re<1nire a majority vote of aU the votcm~ 
voting at suuh ofoctiou to u.utliorit.e ih0 cxponditure of the 
ruoneYf! in Raid fo11d 1 Ul' Hny pot'tiou thereof, fol' 1mch othet' pur­
pose as afo1·esaid. 

See1tion 8. Clerk!s -Petty Cash Fund. The City Council 
may provide for a Clerk's petty ca.sh fund of not 1nore than Five 
Hundred Dollars, to be paid to the City Clerk 11,nd used by him 
for pa.yment in cash 0£ expeuditu~ea previously anthotizcd _by 
the City Council that .canuot conveniently be paid otherwise. 
The City Clerk sh.all account to the City Council f.or all moneyR 
paid l>y him ot1t_ of su.icl fund, when making demand for the 
replenis!unent of the same and at such other tim3fl-B..a th·e Council 
runy N?qnire, uncl they shall t.liercupou be Q.llarg-ed against the 
proper accounts. 

Section 9. Actions ·Against City. No action shall be 
brought on u11y cla,iru for <lema1_1d for moMy or damages a.galnst 
the City, at• auy Donr.cl, Conuni&1ion or officer thereof, until 
a ·demand for the same hM been .presented, aa. pl'..o:vided-in this 
Charter or by Otdinance, and rejeoted in whole or in part. 
If rejected in part, action may be brought to rec.over thew.hole: 
Nor shall any action be brought upon any s.ueh demand that has 
bee.n approved in whole, as herein or by Ordinance providedt but 
nothing herein contained shall prevent the holder of any demand 
from resorting to proceedings to compel any officer, board or 
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eonunissicm to ltct npon a demnnd or to pay a demand that has 
been properly allowed. 

ARTICLE XIX 

MISCE!I.JLANEOUS 

Section 1. Definitions. Whenever in this Charter the word 
''City'' occurs, it means the City of Torrance, and every depart­
ment, hon.rel or officer, whenever eilhet· is meutioued, means a 
department, board or offieet', as the um,e mil.)' bP, of thu City of 
Torra.nee. 

Section 2. Preservation of Personnel Rights. Nothing in 
this Charter contained, except as specifically provided or as 
inconsistent with this Charter; shall affect or impair the rigbtq 
or privileges of officers or employees of the City or of any office, 
department or agency thereof existing at the time when this 
Charter shall take effect. ' 

· · Section 3. Invalidity, If any section or part of a section 
of this Charter proves to be invalid, it shall not be held to invali­
dare or impair the validity of any other section or part of a 
section, unless it clearly appears that such other section or part 
of a section is dependent for its operation upon the section or 
part of a section so held invalid. · . 

Section 4. Amendments. '11hiH Chart.e'r nu1v be amended in 
aceordilnoe with the provisio11s of Sect.ion 8, AMicle xr, of the 
C<>11stitutio11 of th!:\ 8tlife of Californin. · . 

We do further certify: Rnd declare tlut.f. the foregoing con­
stitutes a full, true;· ~n.d c·orrect st~foment of the action~ and 
proceedings had btih<! ·City of Torrance and the City Council 
of said City, in the niatter of the framing, proposal, u.nd sub­
mission ·of ~a.id proposed charter for the government of the City 
of Tonan.ce; and 'iii.· the calling, voting upon, and canvassing 
the returns and dcclnring the result of said election. 

IN WITNESS WnEHl!iOll', We have hereunto set our hands 
and hereto affixed the seal of said City of Torrance, this 22nd 
day of October, 194-6. 

(Signed) 
(SEAL) 

J. HUGH SIIBRFEY, ,JR,, 
M:ayor of the City of To1·rance1 California 

A. H. BARTLWM', 
City Clerk of the City of Torrance, California 

WHEREAS, Said charter has been submitted to the Legis­
lature of the State of California for approval or rejection with­
out alteration or amendment, in a:ccorda.nce with Section 8 of 
·Article XI of the Constitution of the State of California; Iiow, 
therefore, be it 
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Resolved by the Assembly of the State of California, the 
Senate thereof concurring, A majority of all the members 
elected to each house voting therefor and concurring therein, 
that the said charter as presented to, adopted, and ratified by 
the electors of the City of Torrance and as hereinbefore fully set 
forth, be, and the same IB hereby approved as a whole, as wd 
for the charter of the City of Torrance. 

FRANK M, JOR~AN., Secretary of State 
fly CHAS. J. HAGERTY ID~ ' 

A tteirt: 

• 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ( SS 
CITY OF TORRANCE ) 

I, A.H. Bartlett, City Clerk of the City 
of' Torrance, California, HEREBY CERTIFY that 
the attaohed oopy of Charter of the City of 
Torranoe was riled in my office January 9, 1947. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, l have hereunto set my 
hand this 9th day of January, 1947. 

a ·~ t? ~ . ~ 

A. H. Bartett,Iii Cler 
City of Torrance, California.. 

+'> 
vJ 
'-0 
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,I 

I, FRANK M. JORDAN, Secretary of State of the State of 

California, hereby certify: 

That I have compared the annexed transcript with tht RECORD on 

file in my office, of which it purports to be a copy, rm.cl that the same is 

a ftdl, trw and correct copy thereof. 

IN WITNESS WHEllEOF, I hereunto set my hand and 

affix the Gre~t Se,il of the State of CaJifornia 

tbi 
7th d0.y cf J~m,~ry, 19I9 
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Assembly Concurrent Resolution No. 8 

Adopted in Assembly January 4, 194.9 

AR'lHOR A. OBNIMUS 

Adopted in Senate January 6, 194:9 

Sect'etarv of rke Senate 

This resolution was reooived by the Searetary of State thie 

Jth d f -'1anuan· 1949 t 11 '1 k A -------- ay o ___ ,.. •• ..::::.:L--, , a ________ o c oo ____ 1L 

QHAS. J. HAGERTY 
Deputy Secretar4; of State 
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/tJ CHAPTER _________ _ 

Assembly Cone,urrent Resoiution No. 8-Approvmg cet"tain 
amendments to the charter of the City of Torrance, County 
of Los Angeles, State of Caiifornia, voted for and ratified 
by the electors of said City of Torrar.oe at a general munic­
ipal election held therein on the thirteenth day of April, 
1948. 

WHERBAB, The City of Torrance, in the County of Los 
Angeles, has at all times mentioned herein been and now is a. 
municipal corporation of the State of California, containing 
a population of more than three thousand five hundred and 
fewer than fifty thousand inhabitants as ascertained by the 
last preceding census taken under the authority of Congress of 
the United States, and is now and has been ever since the sev­
enth day of January, 1947, organized, existing and Mting under 
a charter adopted under and by virtue of Section 8 of Article 
XI of the Constitution of the State of California, which char­
ter was duly ratified by the qualified electors of said city at an 
election held for that purpose on the twentieth day of August, 
1946, and approved by the Legislature of the State of California, 
on the seventh day of January, 1947; and 

WHEREAS, On the eighteenth day of February, 1948, the 
legislative body of the City of Torrance, to wit: The city council, 
on its own motion passed a resolution to submit proposed amend­
m~nts to the city charter of the City of Torrance to the electors 
of said city, at the general municipal election to be held on 
April 13, 1948, which date was fixed by the said City Council 
of the said City of Torrance as the time for voting on said 
amendments as proposed; and 

WHEREAS, Said proposed amendment.a were published on 
the twe:µty-sixth day of February, 1948, in each edition of the 
Torrance Herald, a. newspaper of general circulation, printed 
and published in the City of Torrance, and having a general 
ciroulation therein, the said paper being the official newspaper 
of the City of Torrance, and said publication was made at the 
time and in the manner prescribed in Section 8 of Article XI 
of the Constitution of the State of California; and 

WHEREAS, Said election was duly called and regularly held 
on the thirteenth day of April, 1948, which said date of the 
election was not less than 40 nor more than 60 days after the 
completion of the advertising in said official newspaper of said 
propo~d amendments, and at said election the said proposed 
nmendments to said charter were votetl upon by the qunlifiCld 
electors of the City of Torrance, and at said election a majority 
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of the qualified electors voting thereon voted in favor of rnti­
fying nnd (1ic1 rntify !-iAitl proposed nm~ndmeuts to said charter, 
Mid p1·opo~ecl 11m~nclme11l~ so ratified bein~ in the words e.nd 
figures as follows, to wit: 

.AMENDMENT No. 1 

That Section 1 of Article XI of the charter of the City of 
Torrance be amended to rea.d in its entirety as follows: 

'' Seetion 1. Board of Education. The control of the 
pnhlic schoo1B of this city shall be vested in the Board of Edu­
cation, which shall consist of five members; the qualifications 
and removal of which shall be as prescribed in this charter. 

Notwhhstanding any other provisions of this charter, the 
members of the Board of Education shall hold office for the 
t.erm prescribed by law for governing boards of unified scnool 
districts which are not coterminous with and do not include 
within their boundaries a chartered city, and the members of 
such board shall be elected at elections called, held and con­
ducted at the same time and in tbe same manner as elections for 
members of the governing boards of such unified districts are 
called, held and conducted.'' 

AMENDMENT No. 2 

That Article VII of the Charter of the City of Torrance be 
amend~d by adding thereto a~ :.Sec'ti'otf t6 be known as Sec­
tion 5, Subsections (a) to (h) both inclusive, ~ read in its 
entirety as follows : 

"Section 5, City Manager Form of Government. That 
the city manager form of government be and the same is hereby 
established for the City of Torrance, a munfoipal corporation, 

(a) Office of City Manager. That the office of City Man­
ager in and for the City of Torrance is hereby established. 

(b) Appointment, Removal and Salary of City Manager. 
That with.in sixty days after this amendment shall have become 
effective, the City Council shall appoint without reference to 
the provisions of any civil service ordinance rule or regulation, 
a City Manager, who need not be a resident at the time of hie 
appointment. Said City Manager, however, shall become a resi­
dent of Torra.nee within six months from the date of his appoint­
ment. The City Manager must be a.: citizen of the United Sta.tea, 
not less than thirty years of age, and shall be a person of dem­
onstrated administrative ability, with experience in responsible 
executive positions and he shall be chosen by the City Council 
solely upon the basis of his executive and administrative quali­
fications, , 
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The City Manager shall be appointed for an indefinite term 
and shall be removable at the pleasure of the City Council, but 
only upon the adoption of a resolution by the affirmative vote 
of at least a majority of the members of the City Council. The 
City Manager, however, shall not be removed until after the 
expiration of six months after the date of his appointment 
except (1) for conviction of a folony or (2) for conviction of 
a crime prescribed by statute applicable to municipal officials 
or (3) upon the passage of a resolution adopted by the unani­
moUB vote of a.11 City Councilmen. After the expiration of said 
s1x months period, said City Manager niny be removed by the 
City Council for citlier of the two rcmmus set forth in Excep­
tions 1 and 2 above, and/or in the munuer set forth in said 
Exception 3, last above mentioned and/or in the manner fol­
lowing: 

At a regular meeting of the City Council, it shnll adopt 
a Resolution of Intention to remove said City Manager, which 
resolution shall be approved by a majority of the members of 
the City Council and shall set forth the grounds for such pro­
posed removal. A certified copy of said Resolution of Intention 
shall then be served personally upon said City Manager who 
shall have the right to defend himself against said charges 
before said City Council a.t a public hearing and at a time to be 
fixed by it, which shall be not less than 2 weeks after the service 
of said Resolution of Intention upon said City Manager and 
not moi-e than thirty days thereafter. 

The City Council may thereupon, or within five days there­
after enact a resolution by an affirmative vote of a majority of 
the members of said City Council, either diRcha.rging saicl City 
Manuger ur retaining him in offico, aB it may by sueh resolution 
determine. 

Ponding such hearing and by said Re8olution of Intention, 
the City M11nnge1· may be tiUBpcndco from office, but ahnll be 
entitled to his salary during the time of such suspension, if 
rein.stated. 

The salary of the City Manager shall be not less than Five 
Uundre.d Do1ln1~ ($fi00.00) per moot.h, payl\ble in oqm1.l semi­
rnonth.ly i111itallme11ts. Subject to the fo1·egoing limitntion, the 
sulnry of thP, City Munag-c1· shnH he fixed b.v resolution of the 
City Conucil adopted by a mnjority vote and salary thtL~ fixed 
cnnnot be rcdneed without uot.iee to the City Manager and an 
opporttrn.ity to be beard thereon A.t n Jlllbli<! meeting of the City 
Conncil prior to a<loption of the resolution rcdnoing his salnr;v. 

In cnso Clf absence, susp<.msion, or disability of the City 
l\fonnger, the City Council mny designate some qnalifled per­
:,011 to porforru tile duties of the Offiee during his nhscnco, 8U8-

pcusion ur cfombilit,v. In case of n vacnucy in tlw office of City 
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Manfl,ger, the City Council shall proceed immediately to appoint 
a new City Manager, 

The City Man1.tger shall be entitled to vacation periods and 
siclc leave, with pay, but in no event shall the basis of such pay 
be less than the basis prescribed for suoh compensation by the 
Civil Service Ordinance of the City of Tarro.nee for heads of 
mnnioipal tlo11nrtments. Subject to the foregoing limitation., 
tho Oily Council shall det.ermine the extent of such periods 
end the compcusatiou to be paid the City Mn.11ager dUt·ing the 
same. Vacation plwiocJs ancl sick leave shall uot respectively 
accumulate in excess of 30 days. 

(c) Non-interference by City Council with powers and 
duties of City Mnnager. Neither the City Couneil, nor any 
motnbor thereof, nhall in any manner, direct or rec1ue.st the City 
Manager to appoint or remove any person to and/or from any 
office or position of employment of the City. Neither the City 
Council nor any member thereof shall givo orders or instruc­
tions publicly or privately, to any person under the jurisdic­
tion of the City Manager. No member of the City Council shall 
undertake to coerce the City Manager in respect to any of his 
duties and/or any municipal contract, and/or in connection 
with the purchase of any municipal supplies. 

( d) City Manager Responsible to City Council. The City 
Manaf!er shall be responsible to the City Council £or the proper 
and efficient manag·cment of all the affairs of the city placed 
in his cliar~c hereby or by tha City Council. 

(e) !£-he Power of City Manager over Executive Depart­
ments. · The,-.City Manager shall have supervision and control 
over all heads of Departments, except the City Attorney, City 
Auditor, City Judge and elective officials of the City, and snail 
have power to direct and control the Administrative and execu­
tiv~ functions of such Departments and shall have power to 
appoint from the Civil Service eligible list, all heads of depart­
ments except aaid City Attorney, City .Auditor, City Judge 
and elective officials 0£ said City, and shall have power to pre­
fer charges against such heads of such Departments as are 
appointed by him in the manner prescribed by and in accord­
a.nce with the provisions of any Civil Service Ordinance of said 
City appli~ble to suspension, discipline or removal of such 
heads of such departments, but any decision of the Civil Service 
Board or the Trial Board, as the case may be, upon any such 
charges may be overruled by an affirmative vote of four mem­
bers of the City Council. 

The City Manager may recommend to the City Council, 
setting forth reasons therefor, the abolition, suspension or con­
solidation of the duties and functions of any of the heads of 
departmcntc:;, chief officials, subordinate of:ficers and employees 
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of the City. The City Council :may thereafter, at any time, abol­
i<;h, 1:1nHp~ud or consolidate any such duties or functions in 
Mcordance with such recommendations or as it may determine, 
and thereafter remove the person or persons affected from the 
employment of the city, whose duties are thus abolished, sus­
pended or- con.solidated. 

(f) Special Powers and Duties of City Manuger. The City 
Manngel' shall be spncifico.lly ch:Lrgc<l with the performance of 
the following duties nml shall have tlic following powurli, in 
addition to those enumerawd abo-ve: 

(1) Re shall enforce all municipal ordinances, franchises, 
lenses, contracts, permits and privileges granted by the City. 

(2) He shall purchase a.11 supplies, property and equip­
ment needed or required by the City. No supplies, prope!rty or 
equipment shall be purchased by the City MAhager at a cost 
in excess of $300.00 at any one time, without a prior order or 
direction from the Oity Council. 

( 3) He shall prepe.re a:rid submit to the City Council an 
annual budget eatimate at least 2 months prior to the date 
when the annual tax rate must be established, arid in this con­
nectiort, the City Manager shall have plenary power tb demand 
of the various executive departm.ent.s and elective officials of 
the City a full and complete statement of the estimated expendi­
tures of such department.B and elective officials for the ensuing 
flscul year, and the reasons for anch cupenditures. The City 
Mflni1ger may include or exclude SU.oh items from said budget 
estimate a.s he may deem e.d-rlsa.ble. Should any such bead of 
~uch depart)'nent or elective official fa.ii to submit suoh a. state­
ment within thirty days after demand, the Oity Ma.nager shall 
thereupon have the right to take possession of all books and 
fiscal re.cords of such department or elective official and retain 
the same thereafter until such time as the City Council shall 
order them returned to such departln.ent head or elective official 
and the City Colmcil may likewise engage the service of such 
subordinate employees as may be necessary to maintain such 
books a.nd reoords. 

The City Council shall hold at least t~o public hearings 
upon said Ql'ln.Wll budget estimate and may incrMse the total 
Nltimstcd expenditures set forth therein only upon tm afflrmn­
tiva vote of !our members of the City Oounoil. 

(4) He shall make such recnmmendntiom~ to the Oity Coun­
cil or tho Connty Board of Eqna.lizatio•n regarding taxes, n88C88-
ments and/or the annual aasassment roll as he may deem advi!i­
able. 

(5) He shall have general supervision e.nd control over 
all City property, including publio bnildings, parks and play­
grounds. 
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(6) He shall aclviRe the City Council concerning tho finan­
cial needs, conditions nnd rec1uiremonts of the City, 1rnd mny 
muke such recommendations to the City Council iu connection 
therewith as he may deem advisable. 

(7) He 8hnll attend all meetings of the City Council or of 
the members the!'eof when public mutters are under considera­
tion or discussion, except when his suspension, removal or reduc­
tion of his salary is under coruii<lel·ation by the City Council. 

(8) He may examine, without notice,· tlie officia.I conduct 
or tho official accounts or recoi·ds, of any officel' or employee of 
the City. 

(9) The City Manager shall devote bis entire time to the 
interests of the City and shall not engage in any private business. 

(10) He shall perform such other duties and powers as 
may be conferred upon him by the City Council by resolution 
or ordinance. 

(11) The City Manager may delegate and/or redelegate 
any of the foregoin·g duttes to nny municipal department or to 
the head or chief official of any such department. 

· (g) Di;.dina.nce' 'and Charter .Provisions Repealed. All 
ordi,I1ances or parts of ordinances of the City of Torrance and all 
sect;i_ons, subsections or parts of sections of this Cbarte't', in 
conflict herewith, are hereby amended or repealed as the case 
may be. 

(h) Invalidity. If any section or subsection, or any word, 
phrase or clause hereof, sha.11 be held to be invalid or void for 
any reason by any court of competent jurisdiction, such deci­
sion shall not invalidate or render void, or impair the validity 
of any other section, subsection, word, phrase or clause hereof. 
Each section, subsection, word, phrase and clause hereof is 
hereby declared to be separable.'' 

AMENDMENT No. 3 

That Article XIX of the Charter of the City of Torrance 
be amended by adding thereto a new section to be known as 
Section 5, to read in its entirety as follows: 

'' Section 5. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or 
corporation to engage in the managing, carrying on or con­
ducting or permitting the carrying on, or permitting the use of 
any room, shop, apartment or other place within the City of 
Torrance where tables or other articles of furniture are used by 
the public for the playing of the game of cards, known or gener­
ally designated as "draw poker," and for which a fee or com­
pensation is charged or payable by the player of such game or 
games within the City of Torrance." 



456450 

;and 
WHEREAS, The Council of the City of Torrance, County of 

Los Angel~; State of California., in accordance with the law in 
such:-cases made and provided, did meet at its usual pla-0e of 
meeting, at the time and in the manne·r pxovided by law, and 
duly canva.ssed the retunrn of said election ILi! certified by the 
election boards, and duly found, determined and declared that 
the.majority of the qualified electors of said city voting thereon 
bad voted in favor of, and ratified said amendment.s to the 
Charter of the City of Torrance as hereinabove last set forth, 
and alleged to have been so ratified; and 

W BEREAS, That the foregoing is true is shown by the cer­
tificate of ,T. Hugh Sherfey Jr., Mayor of the City of Torrance, 
and .A. H. Bartlett, City Clerk of the City of Torrance, whose 
certificate is in words and figures as follows, to wit : 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA l 
CouNTY OF Los ANafil.'.Es { ss. 
CITY OF TOR&ANCE J 

This is to certify that we, J. Hugh Sherfey Jr., Mayor of 
the City of Torrance, and A. H. Bartlett, City Clerk of the City 
of Torrance, have compared the foregoing proposed and ratified 
amendment.s to the Charter of the City of Torrance with the 
original proposed amendments submitted to the qualified electors 
of the said City of Torrance at the general municipal election 
held within the City of Torrance on April 13, 1948, and find that 
the foregoing is a full, true, and correct and exact copy of said 
amendments. 

We further certify that the facts set forth in the preamble 
preceding said amendments to said Charter, and the matters 
set forth therein are and each of them is true. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF we have hereunto set our hands and 
caUBed the corporate seal of the City of Torrance to be attached 
this 31st day of December, 1948. 

J. HUGH SHERFEY JR. 
(SEAL) Mayor of the City of Torrance 

A. H. BARTLETT 
Clerk of the City of Torrance 

Now, WHEIIBAS, The said amendments to the charter of 
the City of Torrance so ratified as set forth in the foregoing 
certificate and preamble thereto have been duly presented nnd 
submitted to the Legislature of the State of California, for 
approval or rejection, without power of a.Iteration or amend­
ment, all in accordance with Section 8 of Article XI of the 
Corutitution of the State of California; now, thereforei be it 

2--ACR 8 
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;:, ; Resolved by th6 Aasembly of the State of Oal,ifomw., the 
Sc11(1f.e thereof r,011om·,·in9, n majority of ull memhc:rs clccte1l l:o 
each house voting for the adoption of this 1'esolution and con­
uurrin,; therein, That tho Mid amendments to the ehnrte1· of 
tho City of Torrance heroin sot forth as presented and sub­
mitted to and ratified and adopted by the qualified electors of 
the City of Torrance, be and the same nre hereby adopted as a 
whole for and ns amendments to lhe 8l.lid charter of the City of 
Torrance. 
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jn ll,ii olfic~ of the Secrdary of St.ate 
of th~ $1..!te of C'Allfornia 

JAN 7-_ 1949 
AL---1.Lo'd.,ck A M. 

FRANK M, JORDAN, Secretarycf ~~ 0
/ ·' 

'-!AS. J. HAGERTY,[\·-

452 

______ SAM,..L._ ---------------
Speaker of the A.uembly 

------~-J~_XNigH'? _________ _ 
Pre.81deftt of the Senate 

Attest: !RANK M. JORDAN 
------------------------------ -------8ecreta.f"']/ of Stats 

SEAL 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA . } 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ( 
CITY OF TORRANCE ) 

ss 

I, A. H. Bartlett, City Clerk or the City of 
Torrance, California, HEREBY CERTDY that the attached 
copy ot .Amendmen~to the Cbarter of the City of Torranoe 
was filed in my of!i co 1 anu ary 10, 1949. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 
hand this 10th day of January, 1949. 

a~ A. H. r£et, c iyer 
C 1 ty or Torrance, California. 

+'" 
V, 
w 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

To all whom these presents shall come, Greetings: 

I, FRANK M. JORDAN, SeNetary of State of the State of California, hereby 

certify: 

Thu the fflnexed transcript has been comp:ared with the RECOJU) on file in 

my office, of which it purports to be a copy, and thit the same is full, true rod 

correct. 

In testimony whereof, I, FRANK M. JORDAN, 

Secretary of State, have hereunto caused the Great 

Seal of the State of California to he 

ttffixed and my name subscribed, at 

the City of SaC"Tamento, in the State 

of California, 

this APR ? 6 _ _1~2 __ __ _ 

Alrlrlntl S,crr/ ,ry of 51•1• 
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RECORDED on April 30, 1962 
Document No. 4284 
Fee $-[Free] 

ARTHUR A, OHITT:MUS 
Ohir,( Clerk of the A~·semiily 

Acfoptcd in Sern.1.tc April J ;~, 19G:! 

<D 

J. A._ BEt:K ___ ___ _ 
Sccreta,·y of ihe Se1wte 

This resolntion w&> ri:('eived by t.he Seeretary of St11tr this 

_____ WALTER_ C, __ STUTLER~ 
Assistant Sce-rctary of Slate 
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Assemuly Crnic1,,n-ent l?csol11/ion No. 21-Apprn1!iny certain 
amcn.n.rnents to the charter of the Cily of 'l'm·n111cr., a. nni­
'llie1>pal <'-1n•pm·oU,,n in the C,,11,nly of ./,us Ant1cl1:s, State of 
C11hf1;n,•1:r1, P11tl'<l for and i·oti"jiu/. by //111 11nrt11:fiN/, electors 
11[ .~aid r·i.ty rrl U1 e ge,11.era/. rtlitnidpal rl.tl'tion lidrl th01·ein 
on Avril 70, 1D6.2. 

\\·111-:1n,;1,"· [>,.,,..(·,~din~s ha\·1• 111·1•11 d11l_v alld l'!'f.'.'1Jl11rly 1ul<••11 
1111d lwd fur 1111• llll11pl iu11 n11d l':tf i!i1·;1l in11 ,,I' 1111·, 1 1• 111111•1111• 
1111111\s, l1n1•i11.1fl1•1· :,;i•I 1'11rlh. j(I tlw l'!lilrl('l' or lltl' l'.ii,r ot' 
'l'11n·11111'.1'., II 1111111il'i11nl l'Ol"flt1l'tt!.i1111, i11 tlw ('.,1u11!y ol' r.ns A,,_ 
g"<'lr.•s. ;-,:1nt ◄ 0 o[ ( 'n Ii 1'11rni11, 1111d .s,•t 011t i11 I 11(' 1•,•r-tifi,·at(• (Jl' 
tilt' 111:t_\'III' Hild cl1•1n1ly 1·ily 1·l1•1·k of s11icl ,•ily, ,I~ rullmn,: 

CERTIF't1JAT1.; of' RAT!PTCA'l'IOK 01~ Cr-un'l'EH A:.IENDafEN'f::s 

BY nm ELCCTOll.'i OF' Tl-IE C1•1•y or 'forHtAN ci:; 

State of California 
County of J,os Ani:reles 
City of Torran~e 

v:g, lli1• tmil1·1·,-.;i::1wd, ATil:b;R'r rs1,:N, Llln,vor of tl1e City 
of Tn1T:tn"e, ('.alif'nl'1li>1, ;iwl (I.-\.Ll!1 '\\'lfl'l'ACTTE. Dcpnty 
City Cl!•rk of ;·aid I '.ily, DO llEHViHY CEn'l'l Ji'Y ,\ND DE­
CJJARE as follows: 

'l'hnt the f!it_v 11f 'l'p1·1•;111r·<·, 11 n1111ti(•ipnl c·o1·p1,rnti11n ill the 
Com1!y ttt' l,o.--: 1\11g-1•1;•:i. ~;111:t'. 11f C:r.liJ\,1·ni.i, is 111,,1· illl<l nl all 
ti.11l<'H herPi11 IH('1Jii11111•1l w,1s 11 t'ity tl111_v 11r!-':n11i:~i·d. ,•:-;i!-:ting 
and adil!g nnclP.r a freeholrlers ehnrtC'r adopter\ nnder and 
pur."uant ·to Scdion 8 of Artiele XT of the Co11,;tih1tiuJ1 of thr 
State of California. 

'l'ha.t in c1cc:1rdm1('.<" with t.h0 rirovisioni; e,f .Sr<:t1on 8 of Ar­
ticle XI of th~ Con.c.it.itut.ion of the State of Cnlifo1·Jti,L the 
Cih 1\1111wil tJ!' :-:Hirl l'ify, hr•i1w tlw lr·.'-!'isl:tlh· .. !14,tl~• 1li•·rt•11f1 

1111 ii·: 01; u wrd .. i .. 11, 1;1tl1111itt,,d 111 1111• qiwliik,1 ,•lt·1·t,11·1,; 111' .~11id 
(•ilr c•1•l'l:1iu ]'1"01111::11};, i',..- !11,• 11 11Jt'lll1ll)1'111 nr 11:1· ('!t:,rl•·r 111' 

t-!11id ,•ii_\· ::! ;1 • 1'11t•r:il 11111•ii•·i1•1il 1•L•1•lio,, ,ltd•: :111,I r,,,,,,111 1 !.,· 
1•11ll 1 •d ;i11d \1,·117 in ~=;1:il ,•ii_'. u11 1111· Hit It .i:~y 111' ,.\ 11,·il 1%'.', 
."<!!id ••li:irlf'r :•'ll''IH!11w11:.-: l«·i11:; l1,•1•,·i11 ,l,•:,i1:11;•!,•d ;1'-' l'\1;11·ll'r 

Amendment No. J, Charter 1\men<l111C'J1t No. 2 anc1 C!1arter 
A n1r•ndnH!Ut No. :t 

'l'lin.t 011 1he 22ml day of Ftd11·11111·~-. 1%2, anr1 on the 1st 
day of !\lni·e:h, 1%2-, ,",lic1 City < !"1111,·il can'.wc1 ,:mid pr<ipn<,cd 
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l'hHl'(1•r :i111c 111,\1111•Jlf, \ 11 l,l' 1h d \· ;111tl :·,·1211hrl.·: 1•1i!,Lsl :1 •d ;i11il 

i1d,·1Tli .,·d i;1 ,•:;,• Ii 1111,! i~1•1-;·y ,·r\iti,,11 .,:· ··11i.i ·.:: i 11, I rl11y 111' 

1,' ,·l'1 ·1 1;•,·.,· . 1111i'.'., :,;: <1 .... :1 ·, , 1 1: 1 ,1:1:, · .,r )l:i,·11,. 1111;'.~ . ,,r 1li1• 

'l'(ll{//_\:,,:1'Ti; lll•)J: _\l , IJ, f! :, · 11fli1•ial 11,·1·.-s , •:plt' I' nf :,:iid 1·i!y 

;;n,I ii '. ' 1 ' lfl i-•\'1'1: ld,,· 11, , ,. .. ~,,: 11 .. ,. ,.r ::1·11 ,-1':il t''l'1 '1lf11fir ,11 f il'i11'1·,I. 

pul,li:-:11,·,I :111il ,·i1 ·•·1il11t,,d i11 ~-:1i il 1-ii _,·. 
T h:1t ~,nid Cil,r (l1111111•il 1·1111 ·:11d 1111piH r,f ,niil pr11pn:;1•d ,·ha r. 

trr 111111•1Httll•·r.l.'l tq !,,. pri11 !1\cl i11 ,·rn11·"11 i, •111. p11111pJil,.f F•11·11 1 

11111! i11 1_,·111• ,,r 110! kss I 11:111 10 .. r1ni1il :111,I 1•;1)i.'-:,,,l l'.llrtil'~ t\11'!'1'1,j' 

Loh,· J• 1:1 il1•tl hi 1·:l"l1 1,f 1h,· qwil li ki\ ,,],, .. i11n, ll( "a.id 1:il.1· . 

r!'\m1 .~;1i11 ('.ity (lo1uwil. 11111il \It,·• tl;1y li'. 1• il fr,1· 1-111 1 f'l ,• ..r.in11 

11p1 ,11 !-'Hid pri,pri:;i•rl 1:hnrt r•1· illl.t1·111l1rn ·111:,. did ;i,{v,•rti--;c in s:1\ ll 

'I'< t[U{ ,\ \ 1<'t,; I [T~TT A LP. 11 1:,,111i- w ,•1•kl _, · 111'.1\·~p:q wr rd' l!f'!l1•1·,il 

,·ir,11hti1111 !11"i111,·,I, p11lt1i,·lll'd 1rnd ,·i1·,,uh1l1•11 i11 :-:1irl vi1\', ;i 

IJ1tfi"f' 1l,; 1I. ,·1111ic .-: I lt,·1·,·r,1' 111i:rl1t lw hritl ll)Hrll 1Ll ljllit 1:iti1111 U1r•1•ri­

f ,1 r: 1.!1;,t •· 1 1j' i, .. ~ .,r -::1id 111·111Ht:'-• il drn r l1'1' nni,·11ilPit''l/;, u,11ld ht• 
Ir:,.! 111,,,11 '''.'iili,·:i(i,,it lli ·'l·,·f,.,· 1-JI il1,• t1!111•1· ,,r· tl1~ f'i1.,· (11,•rk 
of ;,ai, l ,· it._,· \If' In HIid irt1·li11'i 11•1 1 hi' rln, _,. ll , :·d f,w '.s ;ti,1 ;;ro1w1·:d 

m1111i,•i11;1! (1.l t•din11. 
'1'1 1: it ~::1id rr1•111•1·al 111111,i,·ipnl Ph-1-1;,,,, w:1•, ,l11h· :111,l 1·1•!:11lnd.,· 

lu•l,l i11 •·:iid ,·ii,· 1111 flt,• ,l;,tr· fi x<' ,\ 111· .,:,irl / '.jt y l~11lfl1 t·il. J-fi 

wit, ,\111·il 111, 1111,:!. wl,i.,11 tl:r1,• w11s r;o1 1,·~ -·. ll\1;11 fr)l't\· (,]()) 

1111,I 1111, : .. ilr. 1 11 . i,:1_,. 1 r:,1 ·, d:i.,·· ;,1'!1•1· ,,,.11q,f,, 1ion nf' Ill!' nd1•1•1·­

I isi11;' .. r :,.,;.: 111·111 11,:;i •d ,·l•.11·!1•:· n1n 1··1 11 l1111•11f•:, th ;11' ;1( SHirl .,.i,.,. __ 
I ion JI 1,1:1.i11ril .,· 111' 1 lit• rr11:iliii•·11 ,·pJ1q•,; ,•111 i11r- t1wrr>1111 nd1•1l 

i11 l':1,·1,:• , ,,· :111,I di,\ r11• irv I ' l, ;1rl ,· 1· ,\ 111:• 11,! 111"1-i "!11, 1, ('lu11"L1•r 

;\,11t,•111lnw11i Nn. ~ :111d ('li:1d•T :\111 1'!1(lt111•11! N11. ~, lw1·~•i11:1fl ~• 1• 

. .;;p1•1·ili,·11ll_v ·"''I f'111·t 11. 
That ;di Jll' fll' t'< '<ii11;..-:-; iu [•ll[lll/'1 ·li 1111 wi11t flll' :-:1tlrnii."isio11 ,ir 

sr1ii1 r·l1nrl1•r :111H'llllnwn(·'.1 t,(1 !lw f'll'd111·11te. tt111l tlir "l1•:· linJ1 

thf"r ,-·011. w 1 -r1 1 1;1k1•11 in n1•,•11r1111 11 ,·1• wi1h tit" provi:;inn ,: 011' S1••· · 
t:inn ,q Arl-i,·lr XT of' llw (!,,11dif 11fi11n ,,f !111• S1:i1,, Ill' C111i1'ornia , 

'J'h:il said ,1mrwlmc~1ts 10 thl' Cl ;.n!1•r ◄ >1' ~;a;cl ,_:ity so n1tifieil 
b,y Jl ll' yr ,i ( ' J'"i (Jr saicl c.i t._v i!l'<' 3S fo 1 h,ws, t<> wit : 

Chart.er .A111r.11dment (\O _ 

That the-- Sl'.di<ms of 1\:·ti rl r• XX of t J1,-. Ch::,rtn oi tlw Citv 

111' To1•1·a1w c: hcrc'tnaft('r :;p1:r,iAP.d be amrndl'd to rc•,lll a" fol ­
low:;: 

r, Sr' d i{\n 2. Airr,ort. f1111d 11,s1•s. 

~fo111• _vs in 1111• i\i;,po1°t Ji'1111il -,l1:dl IH• IIS•·1I 1,flll' t'11r fhl' t'nf . 
IP\\'ill'.: plltprrs r•s .t.nt l in tlw r,dl .. l'•i,p , 1,1·,l,··· 1,r 1,1·i111•i1v. tn wil: 

(l ). l<'11l' ·11,1~ 1'11.\' llil'tll, 01· pr11Yirli11:~ fr11· f';1y11:,•11l: ·i,1,•l111\i11'.~ 

JHl_\'IIIPII(S info /Ill_\' l'<'.'il'l'\'I' (I]' ~i,1kiw: 1'1111.Js, ;i - , llr(' /Hlllli' l':tl!s 

d11r, of fl11' p1·iw'.ipal nf 11.n,1 i1d.1·rP~t. 011 ,rn.v liri11d.s nf fl1,'. Cil..v, 
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issnod £or t.he n~q11isilio11, cn 11~t1·uti1.ion, improvement or finan c­
illg- of uirporl f;u iiliti,.·~ ni· .fo1· adclilinns, bettern:wntfi , ex tcn­
:-inn~ nr <:apih1 ) illl('l'llVl'lllt ' l"S t l1> 0 1' !•;11 , 

(2) Y.'or the ~111'1'ei 1t., 1i1.1e(•s:,,ny mid r1'll ;;c11rn.blr (·osts nn d ex­
p, ·11:-: ,•:-; j q 11 , .. l'i[:, or 11p•· ,·: di11!.~ Ullt l lcJ.Ji1Jl; , i11i11~ ;-! i ,·110,I f1t,·il ­
i1i,•·, ow ; 1,· il , ,•111i1.1""11,~ 1I ., .. 1111t :1·ah·d Ii,,· 1111' I 'il.y, h 11I ,,· it!:ut1t 
n \ (11,1· ,<1;1,••· !'1,1· r1,·pr,·,·i;1 i i1111 111· 1,li~:1,l,•.·1·.,:11-1•, q1· r,11· J1tldi\i1111s, 
lwll .·r111<•111•:. 1·xb<111,i,111', 111· 1·:11,i111l i111pro1,·• 0 111 1•11I•; i h, -1·1: 10 . 

(;f i , \ H,·r 1•:1,,·i11;- .,,. p1•11•: i1li11;~ 1'<11· :di 11,•y1111•11 • .-· t111d, ., :~11li-
pn1 ·1;,!1·;1p!1 ( I l :il1,,\', 1 wl1i,·[1 :11·,· ,l,,,.i r,,. \\'l1i,•h ,,.: ill 1ir•l·<i111,~ cl111• 

d 11 r i 111: i i i ,• 111···.1 1•11 :,lli!I •!· 1'.2 1111 1 11[1",' 111•:·i, ·,I, ,1.'l•I Hl' l 1•1· p:tyi11~ 
,:1· !• 1·,11·iifi1 1,,.: 1'11 1 • :il l 1·111,·,·11 !: ,·H.,h n 11,I ,, -,:p,•1 1s,,:, 11J1d,.,• ,-;nl,­
!Hr:11:;i-:1ph (:!)· 11l111\••, :111_1· l,;>l:111,:,• wl 1i ,·li i-1•111 :1i11s frn1 1) tin w (11 

l.i1111• i11 1b: :\iq1111'1 ii'11 1, ,I ;1t1d_ tl•I' SpV•• r :•I 111•, •q t lfl l." llH'l'<'i11 

lllH\ ' l 1:• lls; •d fol' (h,• Pill ·!"I.'(• .,r 111 •1p1i1·ill'.!', f'. fll ?S11 •111•ti11;~ I I(' 

illll'I" !\ ill!.!' .ii• !'•II' \ f11,•ilil.i :•s Ill' r,, .. :t_ildil ; ,, 11-., l1t•I /Jo 1·11u"1L-:, l'X · 

fc1 1:-;i11 : •i,; 111· 1·npit:tl i11,p1•1 1\'vf111•11(>! llli•••,•fo (. i11,·l1111ill'~ tl,•1111~ils 
i11 1·1•,,1•1·vc or ,l,·ni·,•l'i:ti inn l' l•:-;1~•·vr,, 111· 1_l1•1·111111b: 1• ,1IJ1li!i,l1n,I 1'111• 

ff 111;; p1P'p,1,11•), 11 1•,l 1111_1 · p;1t ·t: 111' :rnc:h h:ilallt'P nnl. !l11•n llt•r.d,•cl 
fp1• ~:.1wh p11qm•-w ... lllil_\' lw 11'.~t•d l'ot• !IIIV l:1wl'1il pn1· 1111~·f'. 

:--il'1•Ji11r1 i/. 1),•(i11iri1111. ,al' ;drporl frt1:ilit.i1":. · 
:\s 11 ;.;,•il i 11 I hi~ A 1·t,i,.J ,, XX I li1 1 11•111, ';1i1 •111H't br,i lit.i1·s' 

IIH•: i n•( nll pro1H•1·1.,· 1J f :111,v kt-J1d l11•1·f•!ol'on• 111· lw1·1•afl!T ~w­
'I' i ,· ·il i ,y I ii• · r '1 ·_1· ;· .. ,- : ; _ 111,rt p1P1111~1•:-; 01· fo1• lhc• r!in•1:I. or 

i ndir,•d d,•,••·l••1•111' · 'll ;1 1, I J'l' ,1 1!1ctti1111 ,,f air• ,•011111wr1•1:i, 11i1• 

!" ' l11P!': 1,• l 1,-,• .. :1i r 11:1• · :. , ::r i.,,, , :iii· fr;111• :pt,r l:1ti1111, nvi:nlio11 . or 
11,r 111 :1111'1·:,; i11,• i,1,·nl ,il 1;, 1 ·1· 118!'tl in 1•n11111•1·ti1111 wi1:h 11111' of 
thf' for1•wrinµ-, 1111'1 nil 111.l!f l ( r.111•111,•rl,r Ii r\11\\'ll :1<; 'rn11~ 1,,1;·11il:1 
Flight St,.ip~) nc,piin•d hy 1u,• f~il~' frnrn tlw Tl1til.1\1l l'ibili•s 
<>I ,, 111r•1·i"!' !,.,. q11il1'.lai111 <1••1·d ,l:1h-d M:1nl1 :i, J'.l.18. 

K,,,: i1,11 l. A l'ti,,)1 1 xx 11111 , ! ('0\1t'llll',d .. 

Not.!iirn! in this Arti<'l(c XX sh~ll be rll'ernNl to be ;t covenant 
whi ch i-:h;,n be enforce:1.bl (: h:.v any holder of any boncl of the 
City.'' 

Charter Amendment No . 2 

That the i;ections here.iHnftn speci. fied of the Charter of 
t lw Gi t:-· of 'I'r,1Ti-l.P r. C' h~ nnw ndr.c1 as follows: 

A. 811:ill Rc•.ctim1- 1 .,£ i\, n id1· :':l of the Chal'ler of the City 
of Ton:: 1111·!' b':' ,1111,,11,lrcl h, •·••: 1d i11 its entir('t.y ns follows: 

"Sect,io11 1. B011rd of r,,lnt:n(iou. · 
'I'll(• 1·1111trnl of. 1,lll' p11hlit· N(•h,.1r,ls of this city slll111 h1• vP1:1;Nl 

in l.h,.! l.10111'11 oI r-<lnentimt, whi,•!t ~hr.11 consi,;t. of -flv1·: 111"n1hrt'f:ii 
tln.• qtlfllifh-:lli(,u~: 11ncl r<~nwvnl of which sh:d l be ;1~ 111·,•s1 •1·il11•11 
in th is Chnrt·e1·. -

CD 
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Not.witlu,tanrling any other provisior!8 of this Ch1trtc1r, the 
membc1·:;; of the board of ~clucation shall he clceted At cleeliorn; 
coiled, ltrl<l mid c·.011<luetcd at the fi1t111e 1.irncH nncl in thr! ,;ame 
nrn.nnrr as dr'.ctions for rnembel's of the g·ovr.rning lioards o.f 
unified school dii;tl'ict8 which !l.l'r. not e,)t('rmi11011.c, with and do 
not include within thci1· boundaries a. chartr.t·ccl city, an<l shall 
hold office for Lhe terms prcsC'ribecl by law for members of 
g·11v,•rni11t-; l,:,;1n\.-; u£ snd1 11J1ill,•,l sclt(J(,! dist1·i.-t, <'Xt:c•pi. \liat 
t•:wh pc•r:-trn 1·11•,·tl'rl i-:hall lirclll 11nicc fo,· n 1c:nn ol: fpfir years 
l 0.011111wJl1·iw~ •1•1 1111• fin;I .M.011d:i,Y in l\lay 11e·;f s11,·1·<'vili11g l1i13 
elt'.ciio11." 

n. Shnll Sr!dion 2 of Article VI of tlw Charter of the City 
of 'l1orra1wr, be nmcndec1 to re11.<l in ii,.; entirety as follows: 

'' Sectiou 2. Terms. 
The clectin officers of the city FJ!rnll be elected from the city 

at larg·e auc1, ~xcr.pt members of the bonn1 of rrfoeation, shull 
hold office for a tr1·m of fo1lr ye;:m.; from and after the Tur.sday 
next sner.cedi11g the elate of imch elcdion and 1111til their suc­
cessors a'·e cLectr,cl and qnalified. '' 

C. Shall tlir. Clrn ncr of t.he City of 'l'orrance br: amcnclec1 by 
repealing Section 2(h) of 1\rtic'.lr~ V thereof, which p1·esently 
re,J.cli; as l'nllnw-;: 

'':-,:,•,·1io11 2(11). l'i·,•1,idi11::· 11l'ii<'1'I'. 

(!11 f!: 1 • 'l'1.H::1il:::: rn•xl. ~'.t:c•t·t•!•di11~·, auy c•lc•1•lion :tf w11it·h a 
l,1, ► trcl 11w111licr i,i Pl<·l'lc•d, 111,, h1,,1rcl nf crlucr•f io11 slmll nwn.l a11d 
1•lp1•t 111\C' or it-; 1111•111h,:1·-; :i~ 11111 p:•1•-.illill[.!.' o!'li,•('l' to Sl']'\'t' nt the 
pl1~nsnrc of t}w lioa1·ll. '' 

D. Shnll the Cl1artm· of the City of To1·rnnce be amended 
hy repealin~~ ,c.:cdion ~ of Article V thcr·cof, whieh p1•escntly 
rc•:idc.; H8 followH: 

'' SrrtiolJ :1. First lion I'd of C'O.tH•fl.1 io11 dcr.t.iou. 
A :,;µe,·i11I 1111!11icip11f election sliall be held for 1hc rkct1.011 of 

the fir.st 111;•:11l•en·. ot the board of eclucahon under this Chm·ter, 
OJI the tr.nlh Tn11~da.v following· U1e approval of thiR Charter 
by 1h~ Jcgislat~ 1.1·('. '' 

E. Slrnll tbt' Clrn.rter of the City of '1'orninee lit: amended 
by rnpealing Srtition 4 of A1·tir:le VI the1·eof, wh1ch presently 
reacl::.: ilk follow:;: 

'' Section 4. F'irnt election of mcmben; of the board of edu­
catio:1. 

At tl1t• ~p,·,·i,il ,.\,·di(l\1 iii whi1·h U11• frr·sl 11w11tlwn; of llw 
hoa!'d 11f ,•cl111•i1 I ion ,11·1• ,,1,-•,d.Nl. 111,· 1 wo 111c•r11lw1 .. ; 1·c'l'.< 0 ivi11g tlii: 
l1i!.!lll'-,l 111111il1t·l' ,,r w,l 1•.-; l'n1· ,-:air I oni,•1( :-hn11 .',l'l'Vl' Crom ,Ii 11,l 
111'.t1•r 1h1~ '1'11P8day Jl!'~~I. :,w•c•,•(•ding: ll1P day of slll'!i r•h-1•lio11 
unt ii 1.J1,• <-;1•,·1111cl '1'11,";d:1.,· iu 1\ jll'il i11 1 '.l;,(l, awl 11111 ii tlwir 
s1>1•,·••·;::11n: :,r,• <•lr•r.·1,·11 :111d qna]i(i,,,.1, ;i11d 11w rc111ai1d11µ- thn•i• 
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highest shall serve until the second Tuesday in April, 1948, 
and until their successors are elected and qualified." 

Charter Amendment No. 3 

That tho sections he1·1d1iuft t'l' spl•,;ifird of the Charter of the 
City of Torrance be 1unr111fo(l as follows: 

Rh al I St.'diqn 1 of A rtil'lr. V 11 of th(• Ch1.tl'l.er of flH: City 
of '1'01·1·m1c,~ lw unMulc>cl to ,·~•ad in iili \'llt.in•fy Hs follows: 

":-ic,:. 1. Ci Yi! ~erviec systl'III. 
All ll)IJHJlllt11w11ts und pron1utiorm in thl~ c·lti,._ifiC'L1 :-rnieij 

or 1·J1e• ,·itv sll/lll l11\ \lllld~ llf.'\'t.>l"di11;..: 1,o llll'l'it illlr.l litncs:;, tu 
be H"lC·Prla.i1ll·d, so fn1· it~ p1·11di,·11hlri, l1,i' 1•om11rtilive 1ixm11i11a­
tio11. 'l'lw <·i,·il :-;erVLt'.C syst1•111 exisLin:.r ()Jl April 10, rnrrn, 
wht•llH•r 1·r1•nl<'d ur 111111'11d1•rl iii wholi• or i11 prtrt. by 1Jt·dinn11e<'il 
llllnptrcl by vo1,• of I.Im JH'r,ph> or liy 111·dirn-11W1's udopti>d hy 
the 1·it.Y cou111.·.il, sholt ec,n\i1nw in !'t1ll for1•1: uud l'lfoct; Jll'O­
vid1•d, howl','('!', tl1ut thi:: ,:i.ty «·<rnneil rnuy amt•111.l, ddde n1· 

r1•pl111•c• 1t1ty p1·ovisiom1 o!' snid onli11nH<'"S lir ordina11n~ or 
urdizwm·1!t-. Jmss«•d by a ti Yr-sewn Lim vo1 !' nf thr l'ity c111111cil 
11t't1•r ,·011Hidt·rHti1111 fltPrt•of liy tlt<' (•ivil s,•rvit·r eurn1nissio11. 
'rill' r_•ity c~nn1wil shull 1rn( hnvl' ti!!' anthnril,v to withdrnw any 
cl<'JHU'tn1t111ts, nppuintive (1/Ji:'.l.'l'!-l 01· <":mplnyt'f'-'- fro111 tlw \)J1rr11-
l iu11 nf sur•li sysh•1n, Pillwr l>y outri:.!'111. l'l'JH'll.l 111' Hw civil 
s(•n•i1:r.. nrdj11n11ci:'s 01.· otlii•rwise, u1d1•s.-; 111111 ll!lt il tile witl.t­
d l'ttWal tl1e1·l~t1f ..:ltall lrnvr lweu xuh1r1itt11 d to 1hr qtuilifiC'<l elc~­
t,11·l'i 11( said 1·ity 1.1t a rni~ul:ir or SJH't•.ial 1r11111it:ipc1l t'l1·ctio11 hdd 
in )-lllid rity. Nothi111! ,•ot1t11inetl in this s1•l'lio11 1 slndt rep,!Hl 
or rnndify any of the provi1,inrn, of Hr.et ion ;, of nrtil'!r. VI I 
of tl1i:-: ,:!wrt.er which established the city m;mager form of 
goVl'l'1lllWl1t. '' 

rrhat we have compared the amendments as stated herein 
with the original proposa·ls imbmitted to the electors of said 
city, a.nd find and certify that they are full, true and correct 
copies thereof. 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and 
caused the seal of said City of Torrance to be affixed hereto 
thiB 12th day of April, 1962. 

CD 

ALBERT I SEJN 

Mayor of the City of 
Torra11cc, California 

GALE WHITACRE 

Df'pnty Cit..v Clerk of the City 
or 'l'onaill'.e, California 
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an,l 
\\ ' I 11-:;i '. ,\ ;: . ~::1 i, l Jll' lltl " :-: ,•,l ..! ,: 1 !' 11'l :1 l1l t'l1• I11 w1 1h ,:--; 1'1 , i il ;t ·tl 

(I" >1·. l11·r1• 1".1!1,• \ 1, .• .,• i i',,rl i ,! !i :1,·,. 1, •·11 :11111 a•:1· 11, ,•,; il 1ily 

'.'1• . . ,. ,, t, ,,l ;,1: I >,t:l1 1, 1il.i•d t,r I ii, • [, ,· .•.i : 1111\il't' 11 1' il r,· ;--; 1:,;t' 1.J' 
t':i l li 111 ·11i :, l, •r :1: ,;-1 r : , 1· :il 11 r 1·1-jt> ,·\ i1, n ;1 : ~ ;i 1\•l1nle. ,1i1l 11111t l "l \ ',t· t· 

ol' :•: 1., •,·;,1 ;1,1 1 :111 .! in ,' lt' l'. ' ll'• i:J ll l'l~ 11 ·i , l1 >:,•1·1i"11 H 11 1' ;\ ;·1i ,· l1· .\J 
c,f 1l1L, C'o 11 ~· i111 '. i:, n of t lH• ::; t atc: ,if (: ;iJ i iDr 11 i,1; ;,ow, t) tc l' ctc,rr . 
u<.: i L 

!(r.solv1-1 i i>:; th e : l.\ s1_,;;1/J11 uf /.h e ,')'/.ut t', tif Caiifon ua, flu, 
8 c. no i1: th r: i 1:;;; ctmc iin·i11 . .'f , n !IW}urff:; uf au r/1.6 1;,,:;11 /;rj' ,, 

i:-Lc-i;1 11d tr; u 1.<J1. iw v.:se t•cf i 11 ,1 ilwn:jr;;- end c(r11 c i, rri11 0 t.il.1rf.1.i: , 

Th,t t t he ,1f1H',"11mti •J ll ,:rl 1.hr1:c a m c11lh11e nts to ~b(' t•hal' t(:1' of 

tb'c ('. i ;._,· <·L '1' 1 ,1'1',Ul :.!(1 ; 1,,; 1,:111.-1 1.•:, •d l o, :11Hl ;1, l11 1ii.l'd 11111 1 1•; •1i i:1•d. 
by, 1;h1 : q1 !1dili1·ll L\le~l .. r,i nl ;;::i.J l 'ity oi 'l'11 n ::1ll!1' 1,,. 1ll11i tl1t• 
san w l1 ,.:i.-, .11y :1 1·i: u;,p ,·1, \·1:Ll 11s i i 11·li11 /,'., 11·1 l.li1, ul· u1n, •11,l ,,,v11 :. 11 1· 
o.l t.1•1·ati0r1 , i'n r a nd ns am cnJ mi!nt::; t., and a ~ p :J1:L <.,1' t.l1 c d .1 ,t t ter 
of t.1 11· C:~y ur T ol't'Ull C,·. 

ENDORSED 
FILED 

ht fhe or.'tc.. of th, Se"oltl'r of Srat. 
of th• Stat, ol California 

APR 13 1962 
FRANK M. JORDMI~ Secretary of State 

By WALTER C. STUTLER 
Ass!.11ant Secretary of State 

CARLOS BEE 
8pca.k er of t he Assembly 

pro Tempore 

GLENN M. ANDERSON ----
Pres·idl'n t of t.hc. Senate 

FRANK M. JORDAN 
S1,crc f.ary of S tate 

By WALTER C, STUTLER 
Assistant Secretary of State 
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CHAPTER 31 

ASSI:MBL Y C'ONCURRENT RESOLUr:ION 
NO. 21 APPROVING CERTAIN 
AMSNDMRNTS TO TRB cHARTER OF THB 
CITY OF TORRANCE, A MWICIPAL CORl'­
OAATIOl!f IN THE CX>ON'l'Y OP UlS ANGELES, 
STATB OP CALIPORNIA, VOTED POR AND 
MTIPIRD BY THE QIJALIPIED BLZCl'ORS 
OP' SAID CITY AT THE GENBRAL MtlRICIPAL 
ELECTION HELD THEREIN ON APIUL 10, 1962. 

'IEEREAB, proceedings have been duly and regularly taken 

and had for the adoption and ratification of three a1M1ndinent ■ , 

bereinafter •et forth, to the dlarter of the City of Torrance, 

a municipal corporation, in the county of Los Angeles, State of 

California, and set out in the certificate of the Mayer and 

I>eputy City Clerk of said city, ae folloWB: 
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CERTil"ICATE OF RATIFICATION OP CHARTER AM.ENDMRN'l'S 

BY THE ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

STATE OF CALIPORNL\ ) 
OOO!ft'Y OF I.OS ANGELES) ss • 
CITY OP TORRANCE ) 

WE, the undersigned, ALBERT ISEN, Mayor of the City 

of Torrance, California, and GALE WHITACRE, Deputy City Clerk 

of said City, 00 HEREBY CERTIFY AND DECLARE as follows: 

That the City of Torrance, a municipal corporation 

in the County of Loa Angeles, State of California, is now and 

at all tiroes herein mantioned vas a city duly organized, existing 

and acting under a freeholders charter adopted Ul'ldl!Z' and pursuant 

to Section 8 of Article x:t of the Constitution of the State of 

California, 

That in accordance with the proviaions of section 8 

of Article X-I of the Constitution of the state of California 

the City Council of ■aid city, heing the legislative body 

thereof, on its own motion, sumitt.ed to the qualified electors 

of said city certain proposals for the amendment of-tlle Charter 

of said city at a general municipal election duly and regularly 

called and held in said city on the 10th day of April, 1962, 

said charter amendments being herein designated as Charter 

Amendment No. 1, Charter Alllend!llent No. 2 and Charter Anlendrnent 

No. 3. 

That on the 22nd day of February, 1962, and on the 

lat day of March, 1962, said City Council cauaed said proposed 

cllarter amendmenta to ha duly and regularly published and ad­

vertised in each and every edition of said 22nd day of Peba:-ary, 

1962, and Hid lrt day of Karch, 1962, of the TORRA5CE HERALD, 

the official n""'8paper of said city and a Hmi-weakly newspaper 

c~ general circulAtion printed, publlllhed and circulat.ed in 

sail! city. 

2. 
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'rhat &aid City Council caused copies of said proposed 

charter amendnienta to be printed in convenient pamphlet form and 

in type of not le&e than 10-point and caused copies thereof to be 

mailed to each of the qualified electors of said city. 

Tho.t said City Council, until the <lay fixe<i for the 

election upon said proposed charter an:endments, did advertise in 

said TORRANCE HERAL!), a semi-weekly new:,paper of g!U\eral circt1lation 

printed, published and circulated in eaid city, a notice that copies 

thereof lllight be had upon application therefor; that copies of said 

propoaed charter amendments could be had upon application therefor 

at the office of the City Clerk of said city up to and including 

the day fixed for said g&neral municipal election. 

That said general 111unicipal election was duly and re­

gularly held in said city on the date fixed by said City Cowicil, 

to wit, April 10, 1962, which date wa5 not less than forty (40) 

and more than sixty (60) days after completion of the advertising 

of said proposed charter amendments, that at an.id election a 

majority of the qualified voters voting thereon wted in favor of 

and did ratify Charter Amendlllent No. 1, Cbarter Alllendnent No. 2 

and Charter Amendment No, 3, hereinafter specifically set forth. 

That all proceedinqa in connaction with the aul>miaaion 

of said charter aJllandmenta to the electorate, and tbe election 

thereon, were taken in accordance with the provi11ion11 of Section 8 

Article XI of the Constitution of the State of California. 

That said alJ!endments to the Charter of said city so 

ratified by the voters of said city are a.a follows, to wit: 

CHARTER ~DNEN'l' NO, l 

That the sectiona of Article XX of the Chartar of the 

City of Torrance hereinafter specified be amended to read aa 

follows: 

"Section 2. Airport fnnd uses. 

Moneye in the Airport Fund ahall be used only for the 

3. 
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following purposes and in the following order of priority, 

to wit: 

(1) For the payment or providing for payment, 

including payment& into any reserve or oinking funds, 

as the same falls due, of the principal of and interest 

on any bonds of the City, issued for ~he acquisition, 

construction, ifflprovament or financing of airport 

facilities or for additions, betterments, extensiona 

or capital ifflprovel!lenta thereto. 

(2) For the current, necossary and reasonable 

costs an~ expenses to the City of operating and main­

taining airport facilities owned, controlled or operated 

by the City, but without allowance for depreciation or 

obsolescence, or for additions, betterments, extensions 

or capital improve111enta thereto. 

(3) Atter paying or providing for all payments 

under subparagraph (1) above which are due or which 

will become due during the next ensuing 12 montha' 

period, and after paying or providing for all current 

costs and expenses under subparagraph ( 2 l above, any 

balance which remains from time to time in the Airport 

Fund and the aeveral ac=unts therein !Uay be used for 

the purpose of acquiring, constructing or improving 

airport facilities or for additions, betterments, 

extensions or capital improvements thereto (including 

deposits in reserve or depreciation reserves or 

accounts established for that purpose) , and any part 

of such balance not then needed for puch pllrl)Oaas 
(Ratified Gen.Mun.Elec. 

. may be used for a.J\Y lawf\ll. PJ.U:POlle. Amend. No. l; Approved 
Legislature, Concurrent Res. zr on 4/~J/o~r 

Section 3. Definition of airport facilities. 

As used in this Article XX the tet'lll 'airport 

facilities' means all property of any lind heretofore 

4. 

4/10/62, 
by State 



474468 

or hereafter acquired by the City for airport purposes 

or for the direct or indirect development and promotion 

of air connerce, air manufacture, air navigation, air 

transportation, aviation, or for matters incidental to 

or used in connection with any of the foregoing, and 

all land (formerly !mown as 'The Lolll.ita Flight Strip') 

acquired by the City from the United States of America 
(llllutleil ....... • Uea.6/10/U , 

by quitclaim deed dated March 5, 1948. -.... •• 1, A.,.,. ... lly 
ft.au Lefi.alann, ~ .... :U • 4/U/'2) 

Section 4. Article xx not a covenant. 

Nothing in this Article XX shall be deemed to be 

a covenant which shall be en.forceable by any holder of 

CHARTER AMENDMENT NO. 2 

That the sections hereinafter specified of the Qlarter 

of the City of Torrance be amended as follows: 

A, Shall Section l of Article XI of the Charter of 

the City of Torrance be amended to read in its 

entirety as follows: 

•section 1. Board of education. 

The control of the public schools of this city 

shall be vested in the board of education, whi~~ shall 

consist of five members; the qualifications and removal 

of which shall baas prescribed in this Charter. 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this 

Charter, tlle member& of the board of education shall 

be elected at elections called, held and conducted a~ 

the same timea and in the same manner as elections 

for members of the governing boarda of unified school 

district■ lohich are not coterminous with and do not 

include within their boundari~a a chartered city, and. 

5. 
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shall hold office for the terms prescribed by law for 

members of governing boards of such unified school 

districts excepc that each person elected shall hold 

office for a term of four years commencing on the first 
(Ratified Gen.Mun.Elec. 

Monday in May next succeeding his election. "4/10/62, Amend. No. 2; 
Approved by state Legislature, Conaurrent Ree. 21 on 4/13/62) 

B. Sha 11 Section 2 of Article Vl of the Charter of the 

City of Torrance be amended to read in its entirety as 

follow111 

"Section 2. ~-

The elective officers of the city shall be 

elected from the city at large and, except mernbers 

of the board of education, shall hold office for a 

term of four years from and after the Tuesday next 

succeeding the date of such election and until their 

successors are elected and qualified." (Raatfied Gen.Mun.Blee. 
4/10/62, Amend.No. 2, App=ved by State Legislature, Concurrent Res.21 on 4/12/62 

c. Shall the Charter of the City of Torrance be 

amended by repealing Section 2 (b) of Article v thereof, 

which presently reads as follows: 

"Section 2 (bl. Preeidipg officer. 

on the 'I'l.lesday next aucceooing any election at 

which a board member is elected, the board of education 

shall meet an~ elect one of its members ae the 

presiding officer to serve at the pleasure of the 

board." (Ratified Gen.Mun.Elec. 4/10/62, Amend. No. 2r Approved 
by State Legislature, Concurrent Res. 21 on 4/13/62] 

O. Shall the Charter of tha City of Torrance be 

amended by repealing Section 3 of Article V thereof, 

'Which presently reads as follows: 

"Section 3. Pirat board of education election. 

A special municipal election shall be held for 

the election of the fir1t m41111bers of the board of 

education under this Charter, on the tenth Tueaday 

6. 
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following the approval of this Charter by the 

legislature." (Ratified Gen.M.un.Elec. 4/10/62, l>.mend.No. 2: 
Approved by State Legislature, Concurrent Res. 21 on 4/13/62) 

E. Shall the Charter of the City of Torrance be amended 

by repealing Section 4 of Article VI thereof, which 

presently reads as follows: 

"Section 4. Fi,st elect~on of rneml:lers of the 
board of education. 

At the special election at which the first 

~embers of the board of education are elected, the 

two members receiving the highest nlll!lber of votes for 

said office ahall aerve from and after the Tuesday next 

succeeding the day of such election until the second 

Tuesday in April in 1950, and until their succeaaors 

are elected and qualified, and the remaining threo 

highest shall serve until the second Tuesday in 

April, 1948, and until their successors are elected 

and qualified.~ (.Ratified Gen.Mun.Elec. 4/10/62, Amend. No. 2r 
Approved by State Legislature, Concurrent Res. 21 on 4/13/62) 

CHl>.RTER AMEND!jlUfl' NO, 3 

That the aectiona hereinafter specified of the Charter 

of the city of Torrance be amended aa followa1 

Shall section l of Article VII of the Charter of the 

City of Torrance be a.mended to read in its entirety as follows: 

HSec, 1. c;vil eervice system. 

All appoint:Jllenta and promotions in the classified 

service of the city shall be made according to merit 

and fitness, to be ascertained, so fac as practicabl~. 

by caiipetitive exiuuination. The civil aervice syaten 

existing on April 10, 1962, whether created or amended 

in whole or in part by ordinances adopted by vote of 

the people or by ordinances adopted by the city council, 

7. 
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shall continue in full·force and effect; provided, 

ho~ever, that the city council may amend, delete or 

replace any provisions of said ordinances by ordinance 

or ordinances passed by a five-sevenths vote of the 

city council after consideration thereof by tho civil 

service commission. The city council shall not have 

the authority to withdraw any departments, appointive 

officers or employees from the operation of such 

eystero, either by outright repeal of the civil service 

ordinances or otherwise, unless and until the with­

drawal thereof shall have been submitted to the 

qualified electors of said city at a regular or 

special municipal election held in said city. Nothing 

eontained in this section 1 shall repeal or IT\Odify any 

of the provision• of section 5 of article VII of this 

charter -..hich established the city manager fo:rni of 

government. "(Ratified Ge.n.Mun.Elec. 4/10/62, JI.mend. No. 3; 
Approved by State Legislature, Concurren Res. 21 on 4/13/62) 

That we have compared the amendments as stated 

herein with the original proposals submitted to the electors 

of said city, and find and certify that they are full, true and 

correct eopies thereof. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we hava herewito set our hands and 

caused the seal of said City of Torrance to be affixed hereto 

this 12th day of _,_!,i>_r_i-'-1 _______ , 1962. 

8. 

s/AllJert Isen 
Mayor of the City of 
Torrance, California 

s/Gale Whitacre 
Deput~:eity.Clc~k Of'the City of 
'J:orrance, california 


