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APPROVED LANDSCAPE MATERIALS IN THE PUBLIC PARKWAY

1. The definition of “parkway” is the portion of the public right-of-way between the curb or edge of roadway 
pavement and the property line. This area may or may not include sidewalk, street trees or streetlights.

2. Per Torrance Municipal Code Section 75.1.13, maintenance of the parkway is the responsibility of the 
private property owner.

3. No permit is required to install landscape in the public parkway. However, protecting the tree roots is vital 
during installation. Please contact the Public Works Department / Streetscape Division at 310-781-6900 or 
via email at PublicWorksInfo@TorranceCA.Gov if landscape being installed could potentially damage 
existing City street tree roots (Example: artificial turf to be laid flat or graded decomposed granite).

4. The City will not restore any plants or improvements installed in the parkway by private property owners 
that conflict with various City improvements or general maintenance that may occur. Restoration will be the 
responsibility of the property owner.

5. Any landscaping in the parkway planted by the private property owner must not exceed 18 inches in height 
(Torrance Municipal Code Section 75.1.6). The property owner is responsible for trimming and maintaining 
the landscaping in the parkway to a height of 18 inches or less. This does not apply to City street trees.

6. The installation of the following materials is PROHIBITED in the City parkway:
 Plants with thorns (Torrance Municipal Code Section 75.1.3)

 Rocks, stones, pebbles, pavers, or any hardscape material such as concrete, asphalt, or brick 
(Torrance Municipal Code Section 75.1.9)

7. Existing street trees must be protected in place and will be maintained by the Public Works Department / 
Streetscape Division to ensure the appropriate viability of the specific tree species. (See handout on the next 
page)

8. If an applicant wishes or is required to plant a City street tree in the public parkway as part of a development, 
the Public Works Department / Streetscape Division must be contacted at 310-781-6900 or via email at 
PublicWorksInfo@TorranceCA.Gov for information regarding the tree species, placement, and installation.
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